
Grands Vaux Primary School                                        
                        Headteacher: Miss Maria McCool

Tuesday, 21 November 2017 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
I hope you all saw the article in the JEP last week about our No Pens Wednesday Event. The article in Friday’s paper highlighted our 
reasons for holding this event, the focus being the Spoken Language element of the curriculum. 
 
Children in Need:  
Well done to all who supported The Big Spotacular event on Friday 17th November. 
There was such an effort with the number of spots it was difficult to work out who had 
the most. All children who wore spots will get at least one credit, those who went that 
bit extra with the spots will get more credits. This non-uniform raised £151.20, thank you to all who took part. This will add to the 
grand total raised for Children in Need. 
 
Friendly Friday (Anti-Bullying Week Event): 

This was a great success, the older children really showed what supportive and caring individuals they are. Staff 
feedback was really positive. The children interacted collaboratively with each other, providing support and 
guidance when needed.  
 
 

 
Switch Off Fortnight (20th Nov – 3rd Dec 2017): 

This began on Monday and runs for two weeks. The winners of the Switch Off Fortnight House 
competition to design a sticker to be used as a reminder to turn off lights were announced in 
assembly yesterday. There will be four designs around school – keep a look out for them. You can 
see the winners on the website (http://www.grandsvaux.sch.je/). Well done to all who entered, you will get a credit 
and a prize from Mrs Prouten. 

 
Grands Vaux Professional Partner: 
Mrs Maggie Eldridge-Mrotzek is our professional partner. She is our link to the Education Department. Her role is to support and 
guide the school but also to evaluate, scrutinize and ensure we are compliant with Education Department policy. She is in school all 
day on Friday 24th November. She will be arriving early so some of you may see her and want to say hello.  
 
Family Support Worker: 
Katy Da Silva is the Family Support Worker from the Education Department linked to Grands Vaux School. She can offer advice and 
support to families in their own homes and communities. 
This support includes: 

 Support for parents 
 Understanding and managing your child’s behaviour 
 Child development 
 Reducing family conflict and arguments 
 Housing, benefits and budgeting 
 Feeling isolated 

Katy can do this by: 
 Helping you to identify the changes you want to make and supporting you to make those changes happen 
 Recognise and build on your family’s strengths 
 Help you access the support you need in the community 

http://www.grandsvaux.sch.je/).


Katy ensures confidentiality, your information would only be shared with professionals when it has been agreed with you 
beforehand.  The exception to this would be if it was felt that a child or anyone else may be at risk of harm. 
 
If you feel that this service is of interest and you need more information please collect a leaflet from the parent leaflet section by the 
school office or speak to a member of staff who can point you in the right direction.  
 
Consent Slips/Letters due for return:  

1. Data Contact Sheets – It is vital that these are returned, we are currently waiting on 2 outstanding letters from 5th 
September. Please can you notify the office of any changes to contact information (phone numbers, email) as this is crucial 
for us to ensure effective communication. 

2. VEO:(Video Enhanced Observation) - Please can consent slips be returned to school. We need to know which 
children can be involved in this process and those that we need to ensure are not being recorded. Additional 
copies of the consent form can be found on the website in the section ‘The School Office’ or a paper copy can 
be obtained from the office. 

3. Rec – yr 6 Dental Consent forms - Consent forms have already been sent out. Please can these be returned promptly so the 
dentist can co-ordinate the visit to school. Should you require another form please ask at the school office. 

4. Acceptable User Policy (AUP) – This is vital for children to have access to the Internet and use of the iPads in class. If you 
need a second copy please contact the school office or one can be downloaded from the school website. It can be found by 
clicking on the School Office Tab. 

 
Uniform: 
The uniform expectations are outlined on the website. This can be found on the ‘About our school’ drop down. This clearly outlines 
uniform expectations. Please can parents/carers ensure children wear school tracksuits when it is your child’s PE day and school 
uniform for ordinary school days. Your continued support with our high expectations of uniform, including tucking in of shirts and 
appropriate footwear is appreciated.   
 
Regular Non Uniform Fund Raising: 
The children really enjoy non uniform days. I would like to hold these on a regular basis, a donation of 50p going to support the PTA. 
It would be helpful to get your views on this, in particular the regularity that you would be able to support. I would like to know your 
thoughts, please can you do this by popping in in person, by phoning (735808) or by emailing admin (admin@grandsvaux.sch.je) to 
let me know what you think of this as a regular fund raiser. 
I would hope this would be agreed and running once all children had conformed to the school’s uniform expectations. 
  
PTA: 
The PTA would appreciate any additional members. Please see Mrs Serinet, Miss Bree, Mrs Da Silva and Mrs Rondel . 
 
PTA event dates for the diary: 

• 21/11/17 Bag Packing yr 6 – Co-op G. Marche 
• 1/12/17 Christmas Fayre. Grotto will start to go up 27/11/17 so drama and music room will be out of use. Grotto will be 

open until 8/12/17 so will be available for classes to access if they wish to undertake curriculum based tasks with this as the 
focus/stimulus. 

 
Parents Evening Date Reminder: 
The second date agreed for this term’s Parents Evening: Thursday 23rd November 3.15-5.15. Mrs Meyer has completed allocations 
and confirmation letters for your appointment times should have been received. If you still haven’t booked an appointment please 
speak to Mrs Meyer. 
 
Domestic Abuse Awareness (WB:27th Nov 2017): 
For your information – the States of Jersey Police domestic 
violence public awareness campaign ‘Does That Sit Right With 
You?’ will run the week beginning Monday 27 November with the 
‘big yellow sofa’ placed in M & S, King Street.  
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:(admin@grandsvaux.sch.je)


Drop off arrangements reminder: 
Traffic congestion at the entrance to the school drive continues to be a concern. Most drivers do follow the Stop and Drop 
arrangements, using the allocated spaces for this system. Cars must exit via the mini roundabout. Please do not double park, the 
road is not wide enough to allow cars to continue to circulate and this has recently caused a backlog onto the main road. 
Thank you very much for your support with parking, I know this can be a very stressful time, if we work together and use the system 
correctly the start and end of day will run smoothly.   
We would encourage as many families as possible to walk to school and ask that if you do need to park, please park in the car park 
and not in the ‘stop and drop’ zone.         
 
Website: 
Please remember that football and netball fixtures and whole school events are uploaded to the events calendar on our new school 
website. We also add photos and news updates on a regular basis. Please take a look: http://www.grandsvaux.sch.je/ 
 
New ICT Suite: 
Furniture has been purchased and is on its way. 
 
House Badges: 
A reminder that all children should have received their first free badge, if lost a replacement needs to be purchased at a cost of £2. 
 
Inspire Education: 
Some KS2 children have been introduced to this new resource. It is a computer based ‘programme’ that uses virtual ‘worlds’ as links 
to topic areas studied in the KS2 curriculum. Following the training that KS2 teachers are attending today this resource will be used 
to support teachers planning.   
 
Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any queries, concerns or there is anything I can do to help and support you with 
your child’s learning and school life. All at Grands Vaux Primary School are committed to the well-being of your child/ren so if we can 
help please let us know. 
 
Kind regards 
  

 
 
 
 

Miss Maria McCool - Headteacher 

http://www.grandsvaux.sch.je/

