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Thursday, 07 December 2017 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
Thank you to all those who attended the Christmas Fayre – despite not being able to attend myself I have had 
very positive feedback. Well done to the PTA and staff who supported the event, for such an event to run 
smoothly there is a lot of hard work behind the scenes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christmas Grotto: 

The Christmas Grotto is fabulous again this year – thank you to all those who supported with its installation – a big task! 
The children have been accessing the grotto during curriculum time for literacy sessions – please see the website for 
some photos. (http://www.grandsvaux.sch.je/) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Christmas Productions: 
Foundation Stage – Thank you to those families who attended the FS performance – it was a lovely event and really demonstrated the 
Christmas spirit. The children and staff worked very hard to make sure the performance was an enjoyable one. We hope to produce the 
film as a DVD, we will need to look into permissions and technology, we will keep you posted. 
 
Key Stage 2 – What a fantastic turn out, it was a pleasure to see so many families. Our ECOF volunteer readers and Ted Pafitis from Grands Youth 
Centre also came along which was very supportive and much appreciated by the children and staff. I am sure you agree with me that the children 
were a true credit and performed brilliantly. The production had a mature content with a very important and poignant message for this festive 
period. Well done to everyone involved I was truly proud of how hard everyone worked. 
 
Key Stage 1 – We look forward to the performance on Tuesday 12th December 2017. 
 
Parent’s Evening: 
Thank you to all those parents who attended the parent’s evening this term. This is such an important link and is a great opportunity to share 
children’s progress. We have had feedback that some parents would appreciate slightly later appointments; this will be considered when 
scheduling the next set of appointments. Teachers have negotiated later meeting times with some parents but this has been on an informal 
request basis, we shall look to formalise this across the whole school so hope to accommodate where we can those parent/carers who are working. 
Below is some data showing the percentage attendance across the school. I hope with the later appointment offers, we can reach 100%, this 
partnership in the children’s learning it is vital to support progress.  
 
Attendance at Parent’s Evening Nov. 2017: 

Class %age attendance parents/carers  Class %age attendance parents/carers 
Nursery 65%  3 65% 

Reception 71%  4 85% 
1 79%  5 72% 
2 80%  6 54% 

 
INSET day – Tues 8th May 2018: 
It is the day in between two bank holidays so the children will need to be off school 7th May-9th May and return to school on Thursday 10th May. 

http://www.grandsvaux.sch.je/)


House Competition Football Tournament: 
Today we held a KS1 and KS2 football tournament. This was due to be at Springfield Stadium. This did require a quick turnaround as the offer of the 
use of the Stadium was unexpected. We didn’t want to turn this down as it was another great opportunity for us to enhance our team spirit 
through our houses. However, as the weather decided to interfere with our plans we couldn’t access the playing field but did still go ahead with the 
tournament and hold it over 3 venues, Springfield Stadium Hall, Grands Vaux Youth Centre and our own hall. The behaviour and engagement of the 
pupils was exemplary, it was an enjoyable morning and is an event we would look to repeat. Thank you to Mr Hazley for co-ordinating this. 
  
Consent Slips/Letters due for return:  

1. VEO:(Video Enhanced Observation) - Please can consent slips be returned to school. We need to know which children can 
be involved in this process and those that we need to ensure are not being recorded. Additional copies of the consent form 
can be found on the website in the section ‘The School Office’ or a paper copy can be obtained from the office. 

2. Rec – yr 6 Dental Consent forms - Please can these be returned promptly so the dentist can co-ordinate the visit to school. 
If you need a second copy these are available at the office.  

3. Acceptable User Policy (AUP) – This is vital for children to have access to the Internet and use of the iPads in class. If you need a second 
copy please contact the school office or one can be downloaded from the school website. It can be found by clicking on the School Office 
Tab. 

4. Cinema Trip – Monday 11th Dec – KS1 and KS2 slips do need to be returned. Several reminders have been given, as the 
film is a PG (Boss Baby) we need to confirm that parents/carers are happy for the children to watch this film.  
 

Uniform: 
The uniform expectations are outlined on the website. This can be found on the ‘About our school’ drop down. This clearly outlines uniform 
expectations. Please can parents/carers ensure children wear school tracksuits when it is your child’s PE day and school uniform for ordinary school 
days. Your continued support with our high expectations of uniform, including tucking in of shirts and appropriate footwear is appreciated.   
 
Regular Non Uniform Fund Raising: 
The children really enjoy non uniform days. I would like to hold these on a regular basis, a donation of 50p going to support the PTA. It would be 
helpful to get your views on this, in particular the regularity that you would be able to support. I would like to know your thoughts, please can you 
do this by popping in in person, by phoning (735808) or by emailing admin (admin@grandsvaux.sch.je) to let me know what you think of this as a 
regular fund raiser. I would hope this would be agreed and up and running once all children had conformed to the school’s uniform expectations. 
  
PTA: 
The PTA would appreciate any additional members. Please see Mrs Serinet, Miss Bree, Mrs Da Silva and Mrs Rondel . 
 
Drop off arrangements reminder: 
Traffic congestion at the entrance to the school drive continues to be a concern. Most drivers do follow the Stop and Drop arrangements, using the 
allocated spaces for this system. Cars must exit via the mini roundabout. Please do not double park, the road is not wide enough to allow cars to 
continue to circulate and this has recently caused a backlog onto the main road. 
Thank you very much for your support with parking, I know this can be a very stressful time, if we work together and use the system correctly the 
start and end of day will run smoothly.   
We would encourage as many families as possible to walk to school and ask that if you do need to park, please park in the car park and not in the 
‘stop and drop’ zone.         
 
Website: 
Please remember that whole school events, Key Stage events, football and netball fixtures are uploaded to the events calendar on our school 
website. We also add photos and news updates on a regular basis, so far this term there have been 16 events with photographs uploaded. Please 
take a look: http://www.grandsvaux.sch.je/. There will be more to come, including Christmas Production photos, parents and carers are 
encouraged to leave comments, the children would appreciate feedback on all their hard work.  
 
Photos: 
A gentle reminder that any photos uploaded to our website or tapestry that have children other than your own in, must not be screen shot or 
snipped and placed on social media. This is especially important when considering the privacy requests of other children who may be in photos 
with your children. A previous reminder, sent out in Newsletter 3 (Oct 17), about the consent forms signed did state “that we are asking that if 
there are other children in a photo or video, you DO NOT share this image on any social media such as Facebook.” I hope you 
understand why this is necessary and are able to support us with this. 
 
Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any queries, concerns or there is anything I can do to help and support you with your child’s 
learning and school life. All at Grands Vaux Primary School are committed to the well-being of your child/ren so if we can help please let us know. 
 
Kind regards 

  
 
 
 

Miss Maria McCool – Headteacher 
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