
 

Year 3 Spring Term News 2018 

 
Dear Year 3 Parents, Carers and Friends, 

Welcome back and Happy New Year! The children have made a fantastic start to the term which will be full 

of more exciting learning opportunities.  

 

Our main topic this term will be the Ancient Egyptians.  

 

Here is an overview of our subject focuses for the term:  

 

PHSE: Continuing to follow the JIGSAW scheme of work, we will be first covering the topic ‘Goals and 

Dreams’ in which the children will be exploring their own ambitions and learning about how to overcome 

obstacles and face challenges.  In the second half of the term our topic will be ‘Healthy Me’.  Throughout 

these sessions we will be learning about a healthy diet and exercise.  

 

English – Quality and exciting fiction, non-fiction and poetry will be explored when following the New 

National Curriculum objectives for Year 3. This term we will be reading and writing myths from Ancient 

Greece, reading and writing adventure stories and writing and performing poetry. Using our topic we will also 

be writing reports using our research into the Egyptians and re-enacting the mummification process in order 

to write instructions. Skills in spoken language will be at the heart of the English curriculum. We will continue 

to improve our handwriting and learn a new handwriting join weekly. Daily guided reading, phonics and spelling 

sessions will continue and be tailored to your child’s stage of development.  

 

 

Maths – As in English, daily maths sessions will follow the New National Curriculum and will include lots of 

exciting problem solving challenges and puzzles. The children will practice mental maths strategies daily and 

continue to learn rapid recall of their times tables and number facts. This term the children will extend this 

knowledge by using division as the inverse of multiplication and use written methods to add and subtract 3 

and 4 digit numbers. The children will practice measuring skills and continue to learn to tell the time.  

Continuing the children’s maths at home is invaluable so please let me know if I can support you with this in 

any way.  

 

Science – This half term the children will focus on the topic of ‘Light’.  These sessions will be taught by Miss 

Dix who the children will have on a Thursday afternoon. 

 

Physical Education – This term our PE sessions are on a Tuesday and Wednesday. We have a specialist 

coach for the classes’ Kwik Cricket sessions and I will be running Gymnastic and Fitness sessions also. 

Additionally, after half term the class have the exciting opportunity of weekly golf sessions on a Tuesday 

afternoon with the golf coach Wayne Osmand.  Please ensure that the children are in their full Grands Vaux 

PE kit for both these days.   

 

Computing – This Spring in Computing, Year 3 will be learning all about the art of animation; this will be a 

whole school focus. They will be looking at the different types of animation as well as the history behind it. 

The children will then be carrying out some animation themselves, in the form of stop-motion animation, 

where they will be animating their own 3D models.  Year 3 will also be developing in their knowledge and 

understanding of coding software. Using Scratch, they will be programming their own mazes and games and 

debugging these. 

 

Art, Design and Technology: Using our topics as inspiration, our main skill focus in Art will be 

print making.  In the second half of the term we will be completing a DT project on Smoothie 

Making.  During this unit we will be visiting the local supermarket, tasting new foods and 

designing, making and evaluating our own smoothies.  
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History and Geography – During this topic the children will become researches, reporters, mummies, 

Pharaohs and tomb raiders! We be using geography skills in our map work and historical skills through our 

research.  The class will also be using our exciting new resource ‘Inspire Education’ to enter an online world 

steeped in ancient Egyptian research.  

 

RE – RE will continue to be taught whereby all religions and cultures are celebrated and respected.  This half 

term RE will be linked to our topic in which we will be exploring the unit ‘Israelites in Ancient Egypt’. 

Throughout this unit the class will be introduced to some of the most famous people of the Bible and Torah. 

 

Music – This term the children will be using Glockenspiels to learn the basics of using percussion instruments 

and completing a singing unit based on ‘The Dragon’s Song’.   

                                                      

 

Trips – As always we will be taking lots of opportunities to enhance our learning by going on trips. 

Information will be sent out prior to every trip. It would be fantastic if you could join us when we are out 

and about.  

 

Home – Learning 

Home reading – Your child will continue to bring home a book that they are expected to read daily. In year 3 

this will be a combination of levelled books and library/free choice books. However, if your child is gripped 

by something they have found at home, online or in the public library then this can of course be part of their 

home-school reading, just please write the title in to their reading diary, so I am aware of this. Enjoying 

reading at home is an essential part of children becoming enthusiastic and fluent readers, so please continue 

your fantastic support by reading with and to your child. Home-reading logs and books are handed out on a 

Monday and due back on a Friday.  

 

Home-learning tasks and Spellings – Maths homework will continue to be set on a Friday and is to be 

handed in on a Wednesday. Also in your child’s home-learning folder is a set of spelling lists that they are 

aiming to spell correctly as soon as they can.  There are also lots of ideas for fun, easy games that you can 

do at home with your child to help make spelling fun and memorable.  We will be testing the children on these 

spellings throughout the year.  

  

‘Reading Together’ 

Last term I began running the ‘Reading Together’ project which many of you attended.  This was a fantastic 

opportunity to discuss reading with you and gave your children a lovely opportunity for you to see what we do 

in school.  You will shortly be receiving information about the second session of this project and it would be 

fantastic if even more of you could attend.  

  

Other – If your child does not have a named water bottle that they can leave in class, please could you 

provide them with one.  Having water in class means that children can stay hydrated without it disrupting 

their learning.  

 

Your child’s well-being and development is always at the centre of my concern, so please do not hesitate to 

see me before school starts or by making an appointment with me to discuss any concerns or questions.  

I look forward to another successful term working with you and your child, 

Best wishes  

Miss Benn 

 

 

 


