
 
 

 

Dear Year 4 Parents, Carers and Friends, 

 

Happy New Year and welcome back! This term there are lots of exciting learning opportunities. With your 

continued support and the children’s fantastic attitude to learning, I have no doubt that we are about to 

have a successful and fun term. 

 

Our topic this term is Vikings. This is a History based topic that links well with many aspects 

of our curriculum. 

 

Here is an overview of our subjects for the term: 

 

PHSE: For the first half of the term, our PSHE topic will be ‘Dreams and Goals’ in which the children will be 

setting themselves goals and learning what steps they need to take in order to succeed, overcome obstacles, 

persevere and help others reach their goals. In the second half term, we will be focusing on the topic ‘Healthy 

me.’ In this topic, the children will explore the impacts of a healthy diet and exercise.  We will look at 

friendships and how to be a good friend.  We will learn strategies for staying calm and managing challenging 

situations and we will also look at the issue of smoking, discussing why people may choose to do this and how it 

impacts on our health.  

 

Literacy – This term our topic, Vikings, will provide the main stimulus for spoken curriculum, reading and writing 

activities. Through this the children will explore stories with historical settings and poetry. We will also use the 

Inspire Education web site which has a section devoted to Vikings; we will use this to inspire the writing of our 

own newspaper articles. We will also be exploring explanation texts. The children will be extending their skills in 

writing through vocabulary, grammar, punctuation and spelling. We will continue to improve our handwriting and 

learn a new handwriting join each week to include at every opportunity. 

 

Maths – Our sessions will continue to initially continue to focus on multiplication and division with the children 

learning different written methods and working with larger numbers.  We will lean about area before moving 

onto fractions.  Fractions and the correct use of decimals will be our focus after half term.   

The children will continue to practice mental maths strategies and extend their rapid recall of 

times tables and number facts. Supporting with this at home is invaluable. 

 

Science –In the first half of the term, we will look at ‘Scientists and inventors’ We will look at famous and 

world changing inventions from the past and understand the importance that they have played in our lives.  In 

the second half of term we will be learning about ‘Electricity’ by constructing and exploring simple 

circuits.  

 

Physical Education – The children will continue to have 2 hours of PE a week. PE will now be on a Monday and a 

Wednesday, children will come to school in PE kit on these days.  One of our sessions will be lead by a Sports 

Development Officer; they will be teaching Physical Literacy, focusing on a range of sporting skills.  Our other 

PE session will be dance, with water used to inspire our ideas.  The children will learn about different dance 

conventions and apply them to their own creations.  

 

Computing – This Spring Miss Dix will continue to teach Computing. Year 4 will be learning all about the art of 

animation; this will be a whole school focus. They will be looking at the different types of animation as well as 

the history behind it. The children will then be carrying out some animation themselves, in the form of stop-

motion animation, where they will be animating their own 3D models.  Year 4 will also be developing in their 



knowledge and understanding of coding software. Using Scratch, they will be creating their own questions and 

quizzes for their peer groups. 

 

Art, Design and Technology: Miss Dix will be teaching the children Art this term.  In the first half of term 

they will be focusing on drawing skills, using shading to add detail.  Miss Dix will link this to their Viking topic.  

After half term they will be learning about different materials and creating texture. 

 

History and Geography – The children will be developing their sense of chronology as well as their historical 

enquiry skills by finding out about the Vikings.  

 

RE – RE will continue to be taught whereby all religions and cultures are celebrated and respected. We will 

learn about Easter, why we celebrate it and the events surrounding it.  We will also look in more detail at the 

Hindu festival of Holi. 

 

Music –This term we will use the Charanga Music Scheme to explore, rehearse and discuss the 

rap called Stop!  We will learn about different dimensions of music and will sing and compose simple 

instrumental pieces.  After half term our unit will focus on Gospel music and the song ‘Lean on me.’ 

 

Home Learning – Home-learning will continue to be set on a Friday and is to be handed in on a Wednesday.  This 

will include reading, spelling activities, and a maths (number fact/times table) activity.  Termly topic based 

home-learning projects will also be set. 

 

Other – With the cold weather set to stay for a bit please ensure that your child is appropriately wrapped up 

for the weather, making sure your child wears their coat every day. Please also make sure that all uniforms and 

possessions are clearly labelled. 

 

Feel free to see me with any questions or queries. 

 

Again, thank you for all your amazing support and help. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Rebecca Richardson 


