
 

Year 5 Spring Term News 
 

Dear Year 5 Parents, Carers and Friends, 

 

Welcome back, I hope you have all had a relaxing Christmas break and New Year. I hope you and your 

children are looking forward to this term, I know I am. This term our topic will be The Ancient Greeks 

 

Here is an overview of our subject focuses for the term:  

 

English –This half term we will be looking at persuasive writing. We will be using a range of books which 

promote looking after the environment. The children will use the stories to look at how writers use language 

to persuade their readers and will then apply these skills to their own writing. Over this half term they will 

also be looking at expanded noun phrases, apostrophes and using a variety of sentence structures. They will 

be writing a range of texts including persuasive posters, narratives and writing and participating in a debate 

Next half term we will be linking our English closely with our topic and looking at famous Greek myths. 

Children will continue to focus on their handwriting and presentation with weekly handwriting sessions.  

 

Maths – We will be following the new National Curriculum. This term we will be focussing on three areas: 

Fractions, Decimals and Percentages. There will be a heavy focus on the children using and applying their 

maths, learning to solve problems and puzzles in different ways and showing their reasoning skills by 

explaining their ideas by using mathematical language.  Mental strategies including times tables will be 

practiced daily so that they are able to accurately and rapidly recall them.  A child’s mental ability is 

essential for their mathematical development and therefore your continued support with this at home is 

greatly appreciated.  

 

PHSE / JIGSAW: For the first half of the term our JIGSAW topic will be ‘Dreams and Goals’. In this topic 

the children will look at how to keep going when they find something challenging, and how to have a positive 

attitude. In the second half term Year 5 will be focusing on the topic ‘Healthy me’. This theme is about 

making healthy choice, eating a balanced diet and staying active. 

 

Science – For the first half of this term, children will be focussing on a unit called ‘Forces’, which focuses on 

balanced and unbalanced forces, gravity, friction and the use of mechanisms such as levers, gears and 

pulleys. The children will identify forces and complete force diagrams. They will find out about Isaac Newton 

and his discoveries about gravity, completing a comprehension about his life and his work.   

In the second half of the term, Year 5 will be looking at ‘Life Cycles’, where they will focus on minibeasts.  

 

Physical Education – The children will continue to have 2 hours of PE a week with lessons being on a Monday 

and Thursday.  We will be doing Physical Literary on a Monday and football/multi-skills on a Thursday. 

Please make sure children have the correct PE uniform. 

 

Computing – This Spring in Computing, Year 5 will be learning all about the art of animation; this will be a 

whole school focus. They will be looking at the different types of animation as well as the history behind it. 

The children will then be carrying out some animation themselves, in the form of stop-motion animation, 

where they will be animating their own 3D models.  Year 5 will also be developing in their knowledge and 

understanding of coding software and will be using Kodu to create their own gaming worlds. 

 

Art, Design and Technology: This term the children will be looking at the importance of buying seasonal 

food. The first part of the unit provides an opportunity for children to learn where, when and how a variety 

of ingredients are grown, reared, caught and processed. Children will then have the chance to sample some 

spring seasonal food before designing their own balanced seasonal meal. They will learn how to cook with the 

seasonal ingredients following their own recipes and using a wide range of preparation and cooking 

techniques. Finally, children will evaluate their product against their design criteria 

 



History – This term we will be looking at the Ancient Greeks. We will be looking at timelines, democracy, the 

Olympics and of course Aesops fables. 

 

 

RE – During RE sessions the children will focus on Sikhism: their beliefs, traditions and teachings.   

 

 

French: We will also be learning Year 5 French, using the programme Rigolo. They will have weekly sessions 

which focus on everyday conversational language through interactive sessions on the whiteboard, songs and 

working closely with a talk partner. 

 

Home – Learning 

Home reading – A child continuing their reading development at home makes such a difference to their 

attitude towards reading and to their reading progression. Although many of the children have developed 

their reading to the point where decoding words is much easier, it is still vitally important that they are able 

to read to an adult regularly. This will help your child to develop their pronunciation, confidence and give 

them the opportunity to discuss what they have read.  

 

Homework – The children will bring home their homework on a Friday which is to be handed in on the 

following Wednesday. This will include a Maths activity, English activity, spellings and daily reading.   

 

Trips – We are currently looking at trips for this half term and I will send out a letter with additional 

information later in the term to give more details and dates. If any of you are available to help with trips, I 

would greatly appreciate it. 

 

Other – Please could you provide your child with a suitable painting shirt (a large old shirt/T-shirt is 

perfect). This needs to be named will be kept in the classroom. If any of you have any ‘spare’ time, the 

children would benefit from additional 1:1 reading. Please let me know if you are able to give use some of your 

time to support us with this - many thanks. 

  

As always please see me with any questions or queries. 

 

I look forward to working with you and your child,  

 

Best wishes, 

 

Miss O’Connor 

 


