
 

Year 6 Spring Term News 
 

Dear Year 6 Parents, Carers and Friends, 

 

Welcome back, I hope you all enjoyed the Christmas break. Here comes the second term of Year 6 with lots 

of exciting learning activities ahead. With your support and the children’s fantastic attitude to learning I 

have no doubt that we are about to have a successful and fun term.  

 

Our topic this term is Aztecs and Mayans! This topic will explore ‘When and Where the Aztecs lived’, ‘The 

challenges faced by the Aztecs when building Tenochtitlan’ and ‘The different Gods that the Aztecs 

worshipped’. The children will be developing a chronologically secure knowledge of world history and will be 

exploring different religious beliefs and practises from around the world. 

 

Here is an overview of our subject focuses for the term:  

 

PHSE / SEAL (Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning) - For the first half of the term our JIGSAW 

topic will be ‘Dreams and Goals’. In this topic, we will be exploring our personal learning goals and the steps 

we will take to achieve our targets. We will also think about our dreams for the wider community and world. 

In the second half term, Year 6 will be focusing on the topic of ‘Healthy Me’ in which we will learn about the 

effects of food, drugs and alcohol on the body as well as how to keep themselves and others safe through 

the use of first aid. 

 

Literacy – This term children will be exploring the work of William Shakespeare’s writing with a specific 

focus on the story of Macbeth. Children will be watching, reading, writing and performing their own Play 

Scripts.  Year 6 will then focus on identifying the features of argument texts and will discuss the 

differences between facts and opinions. This will lead to a class debate on a topic chosen by the children. 

We will also be exploring ‘Poems with Personification’ to describe animals, objects and forces of nature. 

Children will be writing and performing their own poetry, once they have studied the work of a range of 

different poets. Quality stories, poetry and non-fiction texts will be used as well as drama, trips and 

computing to engage and stimulate quality learning experiences.  

 

Maths – Throughout this term, the children will develop their understanding of number by focusing on 

decimals up to 3 decimal places, and percentages linked to fractions. Children will then explore the world of 

algebra and will be able to solve missing number problems and use simple formulae. Year 6 will also develop 

their knowledge of measurement through Capacity, and Area and Perimeter. They will develop their 

understanding by converting different units of measurement and measuring the properties of a range of 

different objects and shapes. In the final part of the term, Year 6 will explore the concept of ratio and will 

solve problems using their knowledge of multiplication and division. Year 6 will continue to improve on their 

fluency, reasoning and problem solving skills. Mental strategies including times tables, number bonds and 

using the inverse operation will be practiced.  A child’s mental ability and rapid recall of number facts are 

essential for their mathematical development and your continued support with this at home is greatly 

appreciated.  

 

Science – Year 6 will begin the Spring term, by looking at ‘Living things including their habitats’ in which the 

children will learn about classifying animals based on their features, and how these features allow them to 

survive in different locations. We will also explore the effect of helpful and harmful bacteria. In the second 

half of this term, we will look at ‘Animals including Humans’. This topic will explore how our knowledge of 

different diets has changed over time and the effect that a balanced diet has on our bodies.  

 

Physical Education – The children will continue to have 2 hours of PE a week. The topic of this half term’s 

PE, will explore the different skills needed for a range of sports and activities. Children will need to come 

into school wearing their tracksuits on Mondays and Thursdays.  

 



Computing – This Spring in Computing, Year 6 will be learning all about the art of animation; this will be a 

whole school focus. They will be looking at the different types of animation as well as the history behind it. 

The children will then be carrying out some animation themselves, in the form of stop-motion animation, 

where they will be animating their own 3D models.  Year 6 will also be developing in their knowledge and 

understanding of coding software and will be using Kodu to create their own gaming worlds. 

 

Art, Design and Technology: Using our Aztec Topic as a stimulus we will be weaving to create bookmarks 

and designing board games using the techniques used in the Aztec civilisation.  

 

History – Through the use of trips, ICT and information texts your child will develop historical enquiry skills 

and a sense of chronology by researching information on the Aztecs and the Mayans.   

 

RE – During RE sessions the children will learn to celebrate and respect each other’s and the wider world’s 

beliefs and traditions. The focus for this half term, will be on the ‘Belief in our Community’ and a closer look 

at the ‘Founders of different religions and respecting other people’s faith’.   

 

Music – The children will be listening to and appraising to different songs from popular culture. They will 

learn the songs and begin to perform them using their voices, as well as other instruments.  

 

French – During our French sessions we will be continuing to learn how to greet each other and have simple 

conversations about our interests and activities.  

 

Home – Learning 

Home reading – Throughout the week children will bring home a ‘free reader’ that is a book chosen by the 

child from the book corner with total freedom, regardless of reading ability.  Therefore please do not worry 

if a book on these days appears a ‘struggle’ for your child to read as it’s purpose is for you to read to your 

child as a shared rich and enjoyable experience of books.   

A child continuing their reading development at home makes such a difference to their attitude towards 

reading and to their reading progression, it really is half the journey in a child becoming a confident and 

enthusiastic reader, therefore continuing to read and comment on your child’s reading is very much 

appreciated – Thank you. 

 

Homework – The children will continue to bring home their weekly home-learning on a Friday which is to be 

handed in on the Wednesday. This will include a maths activity, weekly spellings, daily reading questions and a 

literacy activity.  As we are preparing your children for secondary school, it is essential that they get into a 

good routine now.  Please let me know if I can assist you in anyway with this.   

 

Trips – We will continue to go on a variety of trips throughout the year. I will send out a letter with 

additional information later in the term to give more details and dates. If any of you are available to help 

with trips, I would greatly appreciate it, especially if you are able to help with transport. 

 

Other – If you have not already, please provide you child with a plastic named water bottle that they can use 

throughout the day.  Please ensure that your children have appropriate clothing for the ever changing 

weather. 

 

Thank you for all your invaluable support throughout the year. I look forward to working with you and your 

child to make this a fantastic final year at Grands Vaux. As always, please see me with any questions. 

 

Best wishes 

Mr Delahunty 

 


