
Grands Vaux Primary School                                        
                        Headteacher: Miss Maria McCool 

 
Friday, 25 May 2018 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
Thank you to those parents/carers who could make the JigSaw – Changing Me Parent Forum on Tuesday 22nd May. Numbers were very low, I have 
tried to co-ordinate meetings/events at different times of day - just before the end of the school day, straight after school, early evening and later 
evening sessions. The turnout for these events has been disappointing and I would like feedback as to how I can support and make these events 
easier for you to attend. Please do let me know if you have any suggestions as to how I can help with improving accessibility for you.   
 

Up and Coming School Dates for your diary: 
1. Mrs Maggie Eldridge-Mrotzek, our professional partner, will be visiting on Monday 4th June and Thursday 19th July. She is our link to the 

Education Department. Her role is to support and guide the school but also to evaluate, scrutinize and ensure we are compliant with Education 
Department policy.  

2. Sport’s Day - Thursday 21st June, time 9.30am to 2pm at Grainville Cricket Pavilion.    
3. Yr 6 residential trip to St Aubin’s Fort – 4th-6th June 
4. Yr 4 day trip to Sark – 14th June 
5. No Pens Wednesday – Wednesday 13th June 
6. Transition Days – Thursdays 5th July and Friday 6th July 
7. Healthy Heroes Day (to support the work we will be undertaking with the Charity – Caring Cooks in September)- Fri 13th July 
8. Reports out to parents Fri 13th July 
9. Yr 6 BBQ Tues 17th July – 3.30-5.00 
10. Yr 6 Leaver’s Assembly – Friday 20th July 1.30 start 
11. INSET days - Staff Training so no school: 
 - Academic year Sept 18-July 19: Mon 3rd September 2018, Thurs 13th September 2018, Fri 10th May 2019. 
  
JMS pBuzz lessons for yr 2 and yr 3 (DATE CHANGE): 
These lessons are going well. There will have to be a change to the concert dates previously shared as there is a timetable 
clash with JMS teachers, this will be confirmed as soon as possible. Apologies for any inconvenience this may have caused.  

 
Animal Mask Competition: 
To celebrate 150 years of the JSPCA we have entered the design an animal mask competition. Mrs Martin made contact 
with the JSPCA to explain that our masks were so creative we would find it hard to select one overall winner, we have been 
able to enter one selected mask from each class (Y1-5)These are the masks that will go forward to represent the school. 
 

Knitting Club: 
Unfortunately our link with Highlands Residential Home is no longer viable. It has been a very worthwhile venture and we have all gained a lot from 
the experience. I would like to continue with the club as the children have been keen to take part. I am not a knitting expert so would need the 
support of those of you who are experts or know someone who would be willing to give up a couple of hours a week to support us with knitting. 
Currently the club is run on a Tues day afternoon but the timings of the club could change to suit the availability of the experts. If you do know of 
anyone who would be interested please do let me know. 
 
Summer Fete: 
Thank you to those parents/carers who supported the initial meeting. There are some terrific ideas and the subcommittee are due to meet to start 
to firm up arrangements. We have two fund raising events to support the PTA with expenses that they will incur as a result of purchases needed for 
the Summer Fete, the non uniform today and the second hand uniform sale. A reminder that the deadline for uniform to be claimed is Friday 8th 
June (lost property is in the main hall left hand side changing room). Any named items will be returned to their owner, unnamed items will be 
washed and made available for the sale. 
 
PTA: 
The PTA would appreciate any additional members. Please see Mrs Serinet, Miss Bree, Mrs Da Silva and Mrs Rondel. 
 
Uniform: 
Adhering to school uniform and taking pride in our school uniform does seem to have taken a dip recently. 
A quick reminder: 
Grey school trousers/shorts, white polo shirts, purple school sweatshirt, grey/white socks/tights and black shoes. 



Navy blue school tracksuit, black/navy shorts and black/white trainers. I will be launching the new handbook where expectations will be outlined in 
more detail or you can review more information on uniform expectations on the website (http://www.grandsvaux.sch.je/school-uniform/) 
  
Data sheets: 
It is vital that we have the most up to date contact information. I would ask that if these details change that you inform us as soon as possible. I 
can’t stress how important it is to have correct details. 
 
Jersey Music Service Road Show: 
Lessons on the instruments listed below can be applied for; however allocation of lessons is dependent on teacher availability along with a suitable 
number of applications for each instrument in order to form a group. Please see below to determine whether your child will be in an appropriate 
year group from September to learn an instrument. If a suitable number of children in school wish to learn an instrument we hope to commence 
group lessons in school from September. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
There are subsidies available for those families who meet the criteria necessary – if you would like support in putting together the online 
application form for your child to learn an instrument or to clarify if your family meets the subsidy criteria then please either pop in to discuss 
further or drop me an email: m.mccool@grandsvaux.sch.je for verification. 
 
Jersey Sings (y4, 5 and 6) 26TH June: 

The children attending Jersey sings have been rehearsing with Mrs Jarvis and Mrs Richardson.  
 
 

Family Support Worker: 
A reminder that if you would like to link up with Katy Da Silva, our Family Support Worker from the Education Department, please do get in touch. 
Katy is going to be joining us in school on a regular Friday morning, this will start after ½ term. She can offer advice and support to families in their 
own homes, including support for parents in areas of understanding and managing your child’s behaviour, child development, reducing family 
conflict and arguments, housing, benefits and budgeting, feeling isolated. Katy ensures confidentiality, your information would only be shared with 
professionals when it has been agreed with you beforehand. The exception to this would be if it was felt that a child or anyone else may be at risk 
of harm. 
 
Morning drop off: 
As there are no staff on duty until the playground is opened at 8.30, it is an expectation that if your child is in yr1-yr 4 that either you or a trusted 
adult remains with your child until the gates open. Yr 5 and 6 are trusted to wait sensibly, however if children are behaving in such a manner as to 
cause risk to themselves or others we will request that parents/carers supervise their child(ren) until a staff member comes on duty. 
 
Drop off arrangements reminder: 
Double parking has been raised as a concern, particularly at the end of the day. Please do not double park, the road is not wide 
enough to allow cars to continue to circulate and this has recently caused a backlog onto the main road. Most drivers do follow the 
Stop and Drop arrangements correctly, using the allocated spaces for this system. Cars must exit via the mini roundabout. Thank you 
very much for your support with parking, I know this can be a very stressful time, if we work together and use the system correctly the start and 
end of day will run smoothly.   
We would encourage as many families as possible to walk to school and ask that if you do need to park, please park in the car park and not in the 
‘stop and drop’ zone.         
 
Website: 
Please remember that whole school events, Key Stage events, football and netball fixtures are uploaded to the events calendar on our school 
website. We also add photos and news updates on a regular basis, so far this term there have been 16 events with photographs uploaded. Please 
take a look: http://www.grandsvaux.sch.je/. There will be more to come. Parents and carers are encouraged to leave comments, the children 
would appreciate feedback on all their hard work.  
 
A reminder that it is ½ term next week. We are back to school on Monday 4th June 2018. I hope you have an enjoyable half term break. 
 

Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any queries, concerns or there is anything I can do to help and support you with your child’s 
learning and school life. All at Grands Vaux Primary School are committed to the well-being of your child/ren so if we can help please let us know. 
 

Kind regards 
  
 

Miss Maria McCool – Headteacher 

Lesson fees per term Fee 

First Child £65.12 + GST 
Second Child £59.19 + GST 
Subsequent Children £56.83 + GST 
Remissions 
(Income Support) 

£0.00 

Instrument Hire 
(Inclusive of £2.00 mandatory 
insurance cover) 

£23.68 + GST 
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