
 

 

 

 

Year 1 Summer Term News 2018 
 
 

Dear Year 1 Parents, Carers and Friends, 

 

Welcome back after the Easter break. I do hope that you had a restful and enjoyable holiday. I can’t quite 

believe that we’re into the summer term already – the year is flying by! The children have very quickly 

settled back after the break and are ready and excited for the challenges of the coming term. 

 

Our main topic this term will be the Space and Castles. 

 

As part of our Space topic this half term we will be finding out about the Solar System, Neil Armstrong, 

Space missions to other planets and the first moon landing.  As part of the Castles topic we will be visiting 

Elizabeth Castle and Mont Orgueil Castle (times to be confirmed).  This is a great opportunity for the 

children to experience what a castle is like first hand.  We will be exploring the features of castles, why 

they were built as well as considering who would have lived in a castle during the medieval times.  Through 

this topic we are learning about our local history and exploring what life was like in a different era.  Our role 

play area will be set up as a castle and the children will have the opportunity to explore different roles of 

people who lived in a castle from the lords and ladies to the servants and jesters.  
  

Here is an overview of our subject focuses for the term:  

 

PHSE - This half term the children are learning more about ‘Relationships’. In the second half of the 

summer term we will be focussing on ‘Changes’ which gets the children ready for the move into Year 2.  
  

English – In English we will continue to focus on writing sentences using capital letters, full stops and finger 

spaces.  The children continue to undertake a regular independent writing task where they are given the 

opportunity to plan a piece of writing and then write independently for an extended period of time on a given 

focus. The children are now using our ‘English working wall’ board which contains vocabulary, openers, 

connectives and punctuation that may enhance their writing. We will also focus on using connectives in our 

writing such as ‘and’ and ‘because’.  We will try to make our writing even better by including interesting words 

or ’Wow’ words. We will still continue with reading each morning as part of our guided reading programme.  

We are continuing with Letters and Sounds and Code breakers. Our English Units will be: Information Books 

linked to our space and castles topic, stories with familiar settings and rhymes and poems.   The children will 

experience a wide range of writing and reading opportunities across a range of curriculum areas. If you have 

any questions about helping your child with reading at home, please ask. 

 

Maths – In Maths we will be looking at Calculation; addition and subtraction.  We will begin to look at simple 

multiplication and division and will have a big focus on reasoning, problem solving and place value. We will be 

revisiting and reinforcing the skills that the children have learned in each area of Maths throughout the 

year.  

 

Science – In Science we will be identifying, classifying and describing the everyday materials around us. We 

will explore materials, such as wood, plastic, metal, glass and fabric, through a variety of fun activities that 

will help us discover all we need to know about a variety of objects and the materials they are made from. 

 

Physical Education – This term our PE is going to be led by Jersey Sport Coaches. 

 

Computing – This term we will learn about directions with bee-bots (simple programming), communication and 

collaboration and word processing skills.  

 



Art, Design and Technology - In Art we will be focussing on adding black and white to colours to create a 

variety of different shades.  The children will use this knowledge to create their own version of ‘Castle in 

the Sun’ by Paul Klee.  We will also look at how we can use lines and geometric shapes effectively. Space will 

inspire a variety of activities to develop children’s DT skills. We will be making split pin aliens with moving 

parts, rockets using junk modelling and 2D shapes. 

 

History and Geography – As historians we will be learning about explores in history and about space travel.  

We will be exploring the Solar system and the First moon landing. In Geography we will be using maps and 

globes to learn about oceans and continents and explore the planet Earth.  

In the second half term, as part of our History curriculum, the children explore what it would have been like 

to live in a castle.  We will be finding out lots of information about why castles were built, the different 

features and what they were used for.   

 

RE – In RE this term we will be focussing on Jesus’ parables and other stories from the bible. 

 

Music – We will follow Charanga focusing on listening to different music and making music using instruments. 

We will also be listening to space sound effects, using instruments to create own space sounds and sounds to 

accompany space images. 

                                                      

Trips – As part of the Castles topic we will be visiting Elizabeth Castle and Mont Orgueil Castle (times to be 

confirmed) 

 

Home – Learning 

Home reading – Please do continue to encourage your son / daughter in their reading at home (at least 10 

minutes, five times a week) and enjoy spending time looking at books together. Please also take every 

opportunity to discuss the text with the children, inviting them to retell the story to you in their own words. 

This will really aid their comprehension skills. There is also much benefit in you reading to your son / 

daughter books that they cannot access at word level themselves. This will give them opportunities to access 

vocabulary that they would not be able to independently.   

 

Home-learning tasks and Spellings – Homework will continue to be set on a Monday and is due back in on a 

Friday. Thank you for your continued support in this area of your son / daughter’s school life. It is lovely to 

see what the children are doing at home. 

 

Other – Please ensure that jumpers, cardigans, PE tops, book bags and lunch boxes are all clearly labelled. 

Although the summer is on its way (at least, we hope so!), the children would still benefit from having a light 

coat with them in school for days that are windy / showery. A sun hat will also be beneficial as the weather 

gets warmer. Please ensure that these are named. 

Snacks and water bottles - Please ensure that your child has a piece of fruit or vegetables and a bottle of 

water each day. Squash, fruit juices, fizzy drinks etc are not to be encouraged. Water bottles are especially 

important as the weather gets warmer. 

 

 

Another exciting term ahead! Please do pop in to see me if you have any queries or worries about your son / 

daughter and their school life. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Marta Figueiredo and the Year 1 Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


