
 

 

 

 

Year 5 Summer Term News 2018 
 
 

Dear Year 5 Parents, Carers and Friends, 

 

Welcome back, I hope you have all had a relaxing Easter break and are ready for an exciting and busy term.  

 

Our main topic this term will be Natural Disasters 

 

Here is an overview of our subject focuses for the term:  

 

PHSE -  

For the first half of the term our JIGSAW topic will be ‘Relationships’. In this topic the children will look at 

how to try and solve friendship problems when they occur and know and show what makes a good relationship. 

In the second half term Year 5 will be focusing on the topic ‘Changing me’. This theme is about understanding 

that everyone is unique and special, expressing how they feel when changes happen and knowing who to ask 

for help when they feel worried about changes. 

English – At the beginning of this half term, we will be writing fantasy stories. Last half term we created our 

own super minibeasts and our stories will be focusing on their adventures and how they stopped the crop 

eating aphids. Next we will be linking our English closely with our topic and looking at mountains, where we 

will write non-chronological texts, an explanation text on how mountains are formed and look closely at a 

famous mountain expedition. Then we will be writing our own diary accounts based on the viewpoint of a 

survivor of a volcanic eruption. During this piece of work, the children will be focusing on emotive and 

sensory language, past tense, reported speech and the use of paragraphs. Children will continue to focus on 

their handwriting and presentation with weekly handwriting sessions. 

Maths – We will be continuing to follow the new National Curriculum using a scheme called Maths No Problem. 

This term we will be focussing on six areas: Geometry, Position and Movement, Measurement, Area and 

Perimeter, Volume and Roman Numerals. There will be a heavy focus on developing the children’s 

understanding through concrete materials (counters, blocks etc), pictorial (images) and abstract (written 

methods). The children will using and applying their maths, learning to solve problems and puzzles in 

different ways and showing their reasoning skills by explaining their ideas by using mathematical language.  

Number sense, including times tables will be practiced regularly so that they are able to accurately and 

rapidly recall them.  A child’s mental ability is essential for their mathematical development and therefore 

your continued support with this at home is greatly appreciated.  

Science – For the first half of this term, children will be focussing on a unit called ‘Properties and changes in 

materials’. The children will look at different materials, their uses and their properties, as well as dissolving, 

separating mixtures and irreversible changes.   The children will sort and classify objects according to their 

properties.  They will explore the properties of materials to find the most suitable material for different 

purposes. In the second half of the term, Year 5 will be looking at ‘Animals, including humans’, where they will 

focus on the life cycle of a human being. They will investigate the development of babies and compare the 

gestation period of humans and other animals. They will learn about the changes experienced during puberty 

and why these occur. The final investigation will be about the changes to the body as humans get older, as 

well as comparing the life expectancy of different animals. You will receive a letter information and the Sex 

and Relationships lessons shortly. 

Physical Education – The children will continue to have 2 hours of PE a week with lessons being on a Monday 

and Thursday.  We will be continuing with physical literacy, which involves developing the important 

movement skills that all children need, such as running, hopping, throwing, catching and jumping. These 

movement skills in turn give children the confidence to participate in different physical activities, sports, 

and games. 

Computing – Year 5 will be developing and promoting their own Scratch score games as part of their Using 

and Applying topic. This topic will involve pupils building on their previous knowledge and understanding of 



programming in Scratch to create more complex algorithms. Throughout this project, they will be 

encouraged to test and debug their games to ensure that their algorithms are both efficient and successful. 

Art, Design and Technology -  

This half term the children will be creating their own super minibeasts. They will need to design and create 

the structure using modroc. They will then use different painting techniques to decorate their creature. 

After this the children will be designing and creating their own Felt Phone Cases which will teach the 

children about how to write their own design criteria. They will design products with the user in mind 

thinking about what it looks like and how it works. Children will learn how to make a paper template and how 

to sew a running stitch, backstitch, whip stitch and blanket stitch. Finally, when they have made their felt 

phone case, children will learn how to write a detailed evaluation. 

History and Geography – This term we will be looking at Natural disasters. The children will find out about 

the major mountains of the world and the UK. They will find out the different ways in which mountains have 

been formed, and how different features of mountain ranges have been shaped over time. Children will have 

the opportunity to consider what the weather is like in a mountainous environment and to evaluate the impact 

that tourism has on a mountainous region. We will look at famous mountain expeditions and discover what 

happens when things don’t go according to plan. 

After mountains we will be look at the day Mount Vesuvius erupted and the impact it had on the survivors. 

RE – We will be looking at Jesus the Healer’, which will focus on the healing miracles performed by Jesus. 

The children will become familiar with a selection of miracles within the Bible. They will then look at 

different types of miracles performed by Jesus.  

Music – In music we will be creating our composing our own pieces of music, which will be inspired by the 

eruption of Mount Vesuvius. They will have to look at how to create emotion and tension, and which 

instruments work well together. They will then need to perform and evaluate their performance. 

Trips – We are currently looking at trips for this term and I will send out a letter with additional 

information later in the term to give more details and dates. If any of you are available to help with trips, I 

would greatly appreciate it. 

We also have our Crabbe trip to look forward to in July. 

 

Home – Learning 

Home reading – 

A child continuing their reading development at home makes such a difference to their attitude towards 

reading and to their reading progression. Although many of the children have developed their reading to the 

point where decoding words is much easier, it is still vitally important that they are able to read to an adult 

regularly. This will help your child to develop their pronunciation, confidence and give them the opportunity 

to discuss what they have read.  

Home-learning tasks and Spellings –  

The children will bring home their homework on a Friday which is to be handed in on the following 

Wednesday. This will include a Maths activity, English activity, spellings and daily reading.   

Other  

Please could you provide your child with a suitable painting shirt (a large old shirt/T-shirt is perfect). This 

needs to be named will be kept in the classroom. If any of you have any ‘spare’ time, the children would 

benefit from additional 1:1 reading. Please let me know if you are able to give use some of your time to 

support us with this - many thanks. 

Finally, please ensure that your children bring a water bottle to school every day. This is particularly 

important as the weather starts to get a little warmer. 

 

As always please see me with any questions or queries. 

 

I look forward to working with you and your child for their final term in Year 5 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Miss O’Connor 

 

 


