
 

 

 

 

Year 5 Autumn Term News 2018 
 
 

Dear Year 5 Parents, Carers and Friends, 

 

Welcome back, I hope you have all had a relaxing Summer break and are ready for an exciting and busy term.  

 

Our main topic this term will be World War One 

 

Here is an overview of our subject focuses for the term:  

 

PHSE - For the first half of the term our JIGSAW topic will be ‘Being me in my world’. In this topic the 

children will look at how they can set themselves goals and strive to achieve them, and what to do when they 

face a challenge. In the second half term Year 5 will be focusing on the topic ‘Celebrating Differences’. This 

theme is about understanding that everyone is different, learning to use kind words and to how to give and 

receive compliments. 

 

English – This half term we will be using the book ‘Private Peaceful, written by Michael Morpurgo. The 

children will use this book to become more familiar with World War 1. They will be taking on different 

character’s roles and writing from their perspectives. They will have to think carefully about their 

vocabulary choices and look at how they can vary their sentences to reflect the formality and character. 

After half term, we will be starting with remembrance poetry and then moving on to writing our own 

narratives based on animals during the war. We will finish the term by looking at the Christmas Truce. For 

spellings, we will be continuing with our programme No Nonsense Spellings. 

 

Maths – We will be continuing to follow the new National Curriculum using a scheme called Maths No Problem. 

This term we will be focussing on six areas: Place Value, Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication, Division and 

Statistics. There will be a heavy focus on developing the children’s understanding through concrete materials 

(counters, blocks etc), pictorial (images) and abstract (written methods). The children will be using and 

applying their maths, learning to solve problems and puzzles in different ways and showing their reasoning 

skills by explaining their ideas by using mathematical language.  Number sense, including times tables will be 

practiced regularly so that they are able to accurately and rapidly recall them.  A child’s mental ability is 

essential for their mathematical development and therefore your continued support with this at home is 

greatly appreciated.  

 

Science – For the first half of this term, children will be focussing on a unit called ‘Earth and Space’, which 

focuses on the Earth, Moon and Sun and how natural phenomenon, such as day and night and seasons, occur. 

In the second half of the term, Year 5 will be looking at Forces. This will focus on balanced and unbalanced 

forces, gravity, friction and the use of mechanisms such as levers, gears and pulleys.   

 

Physical Education – The children will continue to have 2 hours of PE a week with lessons being on a Tuesday 

and Thursday.  On Tuesday we will be going swimming at Haute Valley and on Thursday we will be continuing 

with physical literacy, which involves developing the important movement skills that all children need, such as 

running, hopping, throwing, catching and jumping. These movement skills in turn give children the confidence 

to participate in different physical activities, sports, and games. On both days the children can come to 

school in their PE kits. 

 

Computing – Year 5 will be using software and digital devices to record sound. They will then be interviewing, 

making adverts and using jingles. The children will be able to present, listen, review and evaluate their own 

content as well as professional and commercial examples, plus those created by their peer. After half term 

we will be introduced to flowcharts and how they are used to program and control devices. They will be 



taught to build sequences of instructions, control multiple outputs and structure algorithms with decisions 

and inputs. 

 

Art, Design and Technology - For the first half term, our art will be closely linked to our topic. We will be 

focusing on the skill of painting. The children will be exploring how we can show mood through our paintings 

by experimenting with different colours and shading, creating a class poppy by enlarging a small section and 

studying the war artist Paul Nash. After half term we will be moving onto drawing. The children will be 

looking at art in nature and will be using texture to create detailed sketches. 

 

History and Geography – This term we will be looking at World War One. This half term the children will 

find out about the main causes of World War One, who was involved, why people joined up and what life was 

like in the trenches. After half term, we will be looking more at what remembrance means to us, the role of 

animals during World War One and finally the Christmas Truce. 

 

RE – We will be looking at ‘What is the best way for a Hindu to show commitment to God?’ Firsty, they 

will be able to describe how different practices enable Hindus to show their commitment to God and 

understand that some of these will be more significant to some Hindus than others. They will also be able to 

express why they think Hindus might choose different ways to show commitment to God. 

 

Music – Our music lessons will be focused around one song: Livin' On A Prayer. We will be using games, the 

dimensions of music (pulse, rhythm, pitch etc), singing and playing instruments within our lessons. As well as 

learning to sing, play, improvise and compose with this song, the children will listen and appraise other classic 

rock songs. 

 

Trips – We are currently looking at trips for this term and I will send out a letter with additional 

information later in the term to give more details and dates. If any of you are available to help with trips, I 

would greatly appreciate it. 

 

Home – Learning 

Home reading –A child continuing their reading development at home makes such a difference to their 

attitude towards reading and to their reading progression. Although many of the children have developed 

their reading to the point where decoding words is much easier, it is still vitally important that they are able 

to read to an adult regularly. This will help your child to develop their pronunciation, confidence and give 

them the opportunity to discuss what they have read.  

 

Home-learning tasks and Spellings – The children will bring home their homework on a Friday which is to be 

handed in on the following Wednesday. This will include a Maths activity, English activity, spellings and daily 

reading.   

 

Other  

Please could you provide your child with a suitable painting shirt (a large old shirt/T-shirt is perfect). This 

needs to be named will be kept in the classroom. If any of you have any ‘spare’ time, the children would 

benefit from additional 1:1 reading. Please let me know if you are able to give use some of your time to 

support us with this - many thanks. 

Finally, please ensure that your child brings a water bottle to school every day.  

 

As always, please see me with any questions or queries. 

 

I look forward to working with you and your child in Year 5 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Miss O’Connor 

 

 


