
 

Year 3 Autumn Term News 
 
 

Dear Year 3 Parents, Carers and Friends, 

Hello and Welcome back! I hope you all enjoyed the summer break and I look forward to catching up with you 

all if I have not done already.  We have had a fantastic start to the term! The children have settled well and 

they have been excited to take on the new challenges of Year 3.  

This term our learning will be immersed in the topics ‘Fairies and Trolls’ (which I am sure you have heard 

about already!) and ‘The Stone Age’   

 

Here is an overview of our subject focuses for the term:  

 

PHSE – This year we will continue to use the Jigsaw scheme of work for PHSE.  This term’s learning is 

focused on ‘Being Me in My World’.  Within this learning the class will be establishing a happy and safe 

learning community.  The second half term’s learning will be on ‘Celebrating Differences’ in which we will be 

learning about how we are all different including different types of families. Incorporated into each Jigsaw 

session are mindfulness exercises and circle times.  

 

English – Exciting topics and texts will be the stimulus for our Spoken Language, Reading and Writing 

development. The children will read and write for a range of purposes including: protecting the Forest School 

Fairies by writing letters and wanted posters to describe settings and characters; poets reading, writing and 

performing a range of poems and recount writers and non-fiction writers from the Stone Age.  Reading for 

pleasure will remain at the centre of our reading development through story times, guided and individual 

reading. Grammar will be a key focus in which we will be revising previously taught grammar and punctuation 

rules and learning new ones, for example using speech punctuation, using an apostrophe to mark possession 

and using connectives to write longer sentences. Daily spelling sessions will be lively and fun.  Weekly 

handwriting sessions will be initially revising letter formations before learning a weekly join.  

 

Maths – Our Maths lessons will use the school’s new and exciting maths scheme ‘Maths – No Problem’. Based 

on extensive research, pupils learn new concepts initially using concrete examples, such as counters, then 

progress to drawing pictorial representations before finally using more abstract symbols to explore and 

record their work in number sentences. Lessons and activities are designed to be taught using problem-

solving approaches to encourage pupils’ higher-level thinking.  This term we will initially focus on beginning to 

explore and secure place value knowledge in numbers to 1000 before moving onto addition and subtraction in 

a variety of contexts. We will then learn how to multiply and divide by 3, 4 and 8.  Children building their 

confidence in their timetables facts is a huge support to them progressing in maths.  It would be great if you 

could support them with this at home as part of their Home-Learning.  

 

Science – During the first half term we will be learning about ‘Health and Movement’ which will focus on 

healthy eating, the digestive system, the skeleton and keeping teeth healthy. If you do have any milk teeth 

that you do not mind us using as part of an experiment we would be extremely grateful! During this unit we 

will be visiting the zoo to take part in a classroom session all about teeth; helpers extremely welcome. In the 

second half term we will be focusing on ‘Rocks and Soils’. Scientific investigation and enquiry skills will be a 

focus throughout each topic.     

 

Physical Education – This year we will continue to benefit from the expertise of the Jersey Sport coaches 

who will plan and deliver sessions to develop the children’s Physical Literacy skills including agility, balance, 

ball skills and team games. This term these sessions will be on a Tuesday and Thursday. Please ensure your 

child is in their full Grands Vaux kit on both these days.   

 

Computing – This Autumn in Computing, Year 3 will be further developing in their word processing skills as 

they learn to use the undo and redo buttons on software, learn how to select text in different ways and use 

bullets and numbering effectively.  In the second half of the Autumn term, Year 3 will be developing in their 

photography and iPad skills taking photos to record their observations.  

 



Art, Design and Technology: To begin we will focus on our drawing and sketching skills in an ‘Autumn’ 

themed project.  Within this project children will explore Forest School and use our visit to St. Catherine’s 

Woods to find a range of leaves.  Using these as a starting point we will use a range of drawing techniques, 

view finders and colour to develop our drawing and sketching techniques.  Later in the term children will 

become cave men and women painting their own cave paintings before using clay to design and make their own 

Stone Age jewellery.  

 

History / Geography – As we explore the ‘Stone Age’ period the children will develop a range of Historical 

and Geography skills and understanding.  In history the children will ask historical questions; begin to 

sequence events and develop a sense of chronology of British, local and world history and use a range of 

sources including artefacts to understand how we research and find out about the past, In Geography the 

children will use maps, atlases and digital technology to locate and name countries and continents.  

 

RE – Using our new and exciting scheme of work ‘Discovery RE’ the children will initially explore Hinduism and 

the festival of Diwali using the key question ‘Would celebrating Diwali at home and in the community bring a 
feeling of belonging to a Hindu child?’. During the second half of the term we will explore Christianity and 

Christmas using the key question ‘Has Christmas lost it’s true meaning?’.  
 

Music – Using the brilliant online resource ‘Charanga’ the class have begun a unit of work based on Bob 

Marley’s ‘Three Little Birds’. Within this Reggae based unit the children will learn about pulse, tempo and 

rhythm while learning to sing and perform the song to an audience.  During the second half of the term 

Christmas will once again take over so get ready to be learning some festive songs at home! 

 

Trips – As always we will be taking lots of opportunities to enhance our learning by going on trips. 

Information about trips will be sent out prior to every trip.  So far we have booked a Trip to the zoo to take 

part in a ‘Teeth’ workshop, visit to La Hogue Bie for our Stone Age topic and visit to St Catherine’s woods to 

support our ‘Autumn’ art and ‘Journey through the Forest’ poetry.  

  

Home – Learning 

Homework – Home-learning will be set on a Friday and is to be handed in on a Wednesday.  This will include 

spellings and a maths (number fact/times table) activity.  Half termly topic based home-learning projects will 

also be set. Homework activities are explained in detail below. For more information about home-learning 

please do not hesitate to contact me.  

Home reading – Home-reading will be set on a Monday and due in on a Friday. The most important part of 

learning to read is learning to love reading! To help with this your child will bring home a book each week for 

you to enjoy together. In year 3 this will be a combination of levelled books and free choice or library books. 

However, if your child is gripped by something they have found at home or out and about then this can of 

course be part of their home-school reading. Books will be changed each Monday but as some children begin 

to read longer books they are encouraged to manage the changing of their reading books as and when they 

need to. For more information about supporting your child’s reading development at home please ask.   

Maths – This year the children will be working towards filling their Number Fact and Times Table sticker 

charts. Learning rapid recall of these facts is an essential part in becoming a confident mathematician.  It 

would be fantastic if you could help your children learn these facts in a fun way at home.  Further 

information about how to do this will be in your child’s Homework Folder.  

Spelling – In class we will be revising previously taught spelling rules and learning a new spelling pattern or 

rule each week. It would be fantastic if you could continue this at home.  In your child’s Home-Learning 

folder is a set of spelling lists that your child is aiming to spell correctly as soon as they can.  There are also 

lots of ideas for fun, easy games that you can do at home with your child to help make spelling fun and 

memorable.  We will be testing the children on these spellings half termly.  

  

Other – Please provide your child with a named water bottle in class so that they can use it throughout the 

day.  

Your child’s well-being and development is always at the centre of my concern, so please do not hesitate to 

see me before school starts or by making and appointment with me to discuss any concerns or questions.  

I look forward to a fun packed and successful year working with you and your child. 

Best wishes Miss Benn 

 


