
 

 

 

 

Year 4 Autumn Term News 2018 
 
 

Dear Year 4 Parents, Carers and Friends, 

 

Welcome to Year 4!  I hope you have enjoyed the summer break. Here comes a busy first term of Year 4 

with lots of exciting learning activities ahead. With your support and the children’s fantastic attitude to 

learning, I have no doubt that we are about to have a successful and fun term. 

 

Our main topic this term will be the Romans. 

 

Here is an overview of our subject focuses for the term:  

 

PHSE - Our PSHE will continue to be delivered using the Jigsaw scheme of work.  In the first half of term 

our unit is ‘Being me in my world’ a lovely unit where we focus on building our class community and establish 

our identity within the school. We will work together to create a class charter and decide what our 

expectations for this are.  In the second half term Year 4 will be focusing on the topic ‘Celebrating 

difference’ in which we will continue to build on our class community with a special focus on making sure we 

are all included and valued.   

 

English – This term we will start with Horrid Henry stories (Stories with a familiar setting) we will also study 

Aesop’s fables, instruction writing (with a Roman twist!) different forms of poetry and fantasy stories 

inspired by “How to train your dragon”. Drama and Computing will be linked with texts to engage and 

stimulate quality learning experiences. Continuing from Year 3, grammar will be taught through these lessons, 

ensuring the children understand the correct terminology and apply what they have learned in their 

independent writing.   Spelling will be practised daily in school.  Handwriting and presentation will also be a 

main focus. Year 4 are learning handwriting joins each week and will use these in their various forms of 

writing. 

 

Maths – We are delighted to be starting the school year using the “Maths No Problem” scheme which 

ensures that the children have concrete, pictorial and abstract experiences to build their fluency.  This term 

our learning will focus on Numbers to 10,000, addition and subtraction with 10,000, multiplication and 

division, graphs, fractions and time.  Mental strategies including times tables and mental addition and 

subtraction will be practised daily.  A child’s rapid recall of their times tables is essential for their 

mathematical development and your continued support with this at home is greatly appreciated. 

 

Science – Our topic for the first term is ‘States of Matter’. Throughout this topic we will investigate 

similarities and differences between solids, liquids and gases.  How and when they change from one state to 

another will also be explored.  In the second half of term we will focus on ‘Sound’ we will learn about how 

sounds are made, changes of pitch and volume, how we hear sounds and soundproofing. 

 

Physical Education – This term we will have a sports coach leading our lessons.  Ewan will be leading session in 

basic Physical Literacy where the children will be developing their fundamental movement and ball skills. 

PE will take place on a Monday and Wednesday and children will need to come to school in full PE kit on these 

days. 

 

Computing – This Autumn in Computing, Year 4 will be exploring Microsoft Publisher and learning how to add 

and sequence images, text and audio and use certain presentation effects to create their very own Photo 

Stories. . In the second half of the Autumn term, Year 4 will be developing in their photography and iPad 

skills.   

 



Art, Design and Technology - We will be starting our term with collage and will link this into our Roman 

topic through mosaics.  The children will explore using different materials in their collage and adding more 

detail to their base.  After half term we will be learning about printing with a focus on the use of stencils. 

 

History and Geography – We will be learning about how the Roman Empire began, Invading Britannia, 

Boudica, leisure, what they brought to Britain, their houses and lots more!  We will be using different 

sources to answer historical questions, sequence events and we will also look at some map work. 

 

RE – This year we are using Discovery RE to support our teaching and learning.  We are starting with Judaism 

and the question ‘How special is the relationship Jews have with God?’ After Christmas we will be learning 

about Christmas and the question ‘What is the most significant part of the nativity story for Christians 

today?’ 

 

Music – Our class music lessons will begin by studying the music of Abba!  We will listen to the different 

elements of the music, add instruments and continue to develop our musical terminology.  After half term we 

will be developing our instrumental skills on the glockenspiel and will also be preparing for Christmas. 

                                               

Trips – We are hoping to have a trip linked to our topic of Judaism and to visit La Houge Bie to learn about 

the coin hoard. 

 

Home – Learning 

Home reading – If your child develops a love of stories they will want to learn to read!  Even though they 

are now Year 4, reading stories with them and to them is still vital for their development and this can be in 

any language.  

Each week your child will bring home a book to share with you. In Year 4 this will be a levelled book and free 

choice books. Reading a book that they enjoy from home is also perfectly fine.  Maybe you’re doing some 

cooking together and they read the recipe that night or they read an article in a magazine.   

Children will be managing the changing of books independently. Any questions, please just ask. 

 

Home-learning tasks and Spellings – Home-learning will be set on a Friday and is to be handed in on a 

Wednesday.  This will include reading, spellings and a bingo sheet of activities to choose and complete during 

the half term.  Termly topic based home-learning projects will also be set which allow you to get creative!  

 

 

Other – Please make sure all uniform is clearly labelled.   

            Please provide your child with a named water bottle to have in class (Additional to their lunchtime 

drink)  

 

I thank you in advance for your invaluable support and I look forward to working with you. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Mrs. Richardson 

 

 


