
Year 6 Autumn Term News 
 
Dear Year 6 Parents, Carers and Friends, 

 

Welcome back, I hope you have all enjoyed the Summer break. In Year 6, we have made an excellent start to 

this term. We are all looking forward to the learning opportunities that will be on offer in these first few 

weeks and throughout the rest of the year. Year 6 comes with many exciting opportunities such as France 

and the transition to secondary school.  

 

Our main topic this term will be World War 2. 

 

Here is an overview of our subject focuses for the term:  

 

PHSE – Using the JIGSAW scheme of work, we will be looking at ‘Being Me in My World’ and ‘Celebrating 

Differences’. We will be identifying our goals for the year, learning about universal rights around the world, 

recognising how our choices have positive and negative consequences and contributing towards the school 

community by sharing our school voice. In the second half of this term, we will be looking at different 

perceptions of normal, seeing how a disability can affect someone’s life, identifying different types of power 

over people, examining the reasons behind bullying and recognise why being different can be a cause for 

celebration.  

 

English – This term the children will be exploring the work of Shaun Tan’s fantasy writing, as well as Michelle 

Magorian’s Goodnight Mr Tom.  We will also explore famous recounts from World War 2 and will be taking 

part in group performances of different poems. This will lead to children writing and performing their own. 

These topics will all be linked to WWII, as it will be used as a stimulus to engage children’s understanding 

and help to improve their reading, writing, speaking and listening skills. Quality stories, poetry and non-

fiction texts will be used as well as drama, trips and Computing to engage and stimulate quality learning 

experiences.  

 

Maths – We will be continuing to follow the new National Curriculum using a scheme called Maths No Problem. 

This term we will be focussing on several areas: Place Value, Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication, Division 

and Fractions and Decimals. We will experience this learning through various supported, group and 

independent activities.  There will be a heavy focus on the children developing their fluency, reasoning and 

problem-solving skills. Mental strategies including times tables, number bonds and using the inverse will be 

practiced. A child’s mental ability and rapid recall of number facts are essential for their mathematical 

development and your continued support with this at home is greatly appreciated.  

 

Science – Year 6’s initial science topic will be ‘Electricity’ which will involve a number of practical 

experiments involving the construction of parallel and series circuits. In the second half-term, the children 

will study ‘Evolution and Inheritance’. This will involve some practical exploration in the forest school area as 

well as written work in class. The children will learn about inheritance and evolution in both animals and 

humans. They will also be given opportunities to research the famous scientists that allowed us to 

understand these scientific ideas and theories.    

 

Physical Education – The children will continue to have 2 hours of PE a week. Year 6 will have PE on a Monday 

and Thursday. These sessions will focus on Cricket and team sports. Children will be able to develop the 

fundamental movement skills that are required to be successful in a range of sports. Both PE lessons will be 

run by specialist teachers from Jersey sport alongside myself.  

 

Computing – In Computing this term, children will be exploring Spreadsheets and Online Safety. During our 

spreadsheet topic, the children will be able to use Microsoft programs to solve problems that may occur in 

real life situations. Our online safety topic will allow children to use the internet safely and recognise what 

to do when they need to report something dangerous online. Year 6 will be using a range of technologies 

across the curriculum to enhance their learning opportunities. 

 

 



Art, Design and Technology: Using our topic as a stimulus we will be drawing and shading portraits of 

important people involved in World War II. We will also be creating our own Christmas Cards and 

experimenting with different types of collage.  

 

History – Year 6 have the exciting chance to explore the events of World War 2. This will involve the use of 

trips, computing and information texts. This will enable the class to develop historical enquiry skills and a 

sense of chronology through their own research. They will identify reasons for the outbreak of war, the 

evacuation, rationing, the role of women and The Holocaust as well as many others aspects that they express 

an interest in.     

 

RE – Using the new Discovery RE scheme of work, the children will learn to celebrate and respect each 

other’s and the wider world’s beliefs and traditions. The focus for this half term will be on Islam. We will 

learn how to understand some of the ways Muslims show commitment to God and to evaluate whether there 

is a best way to show that commitment. In the second half of autumn, we will analyse the Christian belief in 

the Virgin Birth and assess the significance of this to Christians. 

 

Music – In Music this term, all the learning is focused around one song: I’ll Be There by The Jackson 5 - a 

Unit of Work about Michael Jackson, his music and how he contributed to the development of Pop music. The 

material presents an integrated approach to music where games, the dimensions of music (pulse, rhythm, 

pitch etc), singing and playing instruments are all linked.  

 

Home – Learning 

Home reading – Throughout the week children will bring home a ‘free reader’ that is a book chosen by the 

child from the book corner with total freedom, regardless of reading ability.  Therefore, please do not worry 

if a book on these days appears a ‘struggle’ for your child to read as it’s purpose is for you to read to your 

child as a shared rich and enjoyable experience of books. 

 

A child continuing their reading development at home makes such a difference to their attitude towards 

reading and to their reading progression at school. It really is half the journey in a child becoming a 

confident and enthusiastic reader, therefore continuing to read and comment on your child’s reading is very 

much appreciated – Thank you. 

 

Homework – The children will continue to bring home their weekly home-learning on a Friday which is to be 

handed in on the Wednesday. This will include a maths activity, an English activity and weekly spellings.  As 

we are preparing your children for secondary school, it is essential that they get into a good routine now.  

Please let me know if I can assist you in anyway with this. 

 

Trips – We will be going on a variety of trips throughout the year. Before the trip, I will send out a letter 

with additional information such as times and dates. Please let me know, if any of you are available to help 

with any trips. It is always fantastic to be able to bring a parent on trips with us.  

 

Other – If you have not already, please provide you child with a plastic named water bottle that they can use 

throughout the day.  

 

As always please see me with any questions or queries. I look forward to working with you and your child to 

make this a fantastic final year at Grands Vaux. 

 

Best wishes 

Mr Delahunty 

 


