
Grands Vaux Primary School                                        
                        Headteacher: Miss Maria McCool 

Thursday, 15 November 2018 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
I do hope you have been able to view the poppy display in the main entrance. Every year group were 
involved in making a different style of poppy. A selection of these were then used by Mrs Richardson 
to create our own display along the lines of the sculptures ‘Wave and Weeping Window’ created by 
Paul Cummins and Tom Piper that are currently touring the UK. This display has formed part our 
Remembrance work, Year 5 shared thought provoking poetry and gave us some background to 
Remembrance in its current format in our assembly on Friday.  
 
Operation Hamper:  

Age Concern Jersey is collecting for hampers this Christmas for the elderly in the Island, 
Grands Vaux School have agreed to support. During the week of Monday 19th November 
collection points will be established where items can be donated. 

Examples of suitable in date donations include: 
PACKET FOODS 
Tea, Coffee, Sugar, Biscuits, Sweets, Cake, Mash, Gravy Mix, Stock Cubes, Mince Pies, Christmas Pudding 
TINNED GOODS 
Fruit, Cream, Custard, Rice Pudding, Jam, Sauces, Soups, Baked Beans, Meats, Stews, Fish, Vegetables 
 
Shared Area Library Playground/Living Library 
As you may have noticed, Mr Harper has been working very hard on clearing the KS1 and KS2 shared areas. This is in preparation for our 
new library spaces, KS1’s library space will be a library playground where the play loft theme will be based upon a focus book. The KS2 
library space will be a living library where we hope the books will be able to support bringing topic areas alive. We have taken delivery 
today of our much awaited library furniture, this is a vast order and will take some time to unload, unpack, check, assemble and install – 
so watch this space!  
 
Forms to return:  
There are only a few community dental forms outstanding - Please return these as a matter of urgency. 
Applications for Reception places for 2019 – please return these forms to the office – the deadline is 3rd December.  
 
Anti-Bullying and Interfaith Week 11-18th November 2018: 
Mrs de la Cloche and Dylan, one of our Anti-Bullying Ambassadors, attended a Diana Award Anti-Bullying Ambassador conference in 
London on Monday 12th November. It was an opportunity to link up with other Anti-Bullying Ambassadors and share ideas and successes 
that have already been achieved in schools. We hope to use the ideas from this conference to support the work of our own Anti-Bullying 
Ambassadors. 
As part of the focus this week on Respect we had an Interfaith assembly on Wednesday, this was led by Sophie Moulson and Reverend 
Canon Paul Brooks from St Paul’s Church. The theme was the Good Samaritan, the children really enjoyed the re-enactment of the story, 
the singing and the dancing! 
The theme of respect was continued today when we had our Friendship day. I hope some of you were able to join in with us. 
 
Addition to the Football Coaching Team: 
Mr Marco da Silva (parent of the school) is supporting Mr Hazley and Mr McClemens with football training and the matches on Saturday 
mornings. He has undertaken his DBS clearances and is currently undertaking his coaching certification.  
 
Children in Need – Spotacular:  

Pudsey pin badges/wristbands have sold out again – the sale of badges and bands 
raised a total of £110 for Children in Need. We will have the additional fund raising 
from the spotty non-uniform donations collected on Friday 16th November. Pudsey 
was only supposed to visit Foundation Stage (Nursery and Reception) today but he squeezed in a quick visit to 
all of the children over lunchtime, this was in the playground and the lunch hall. The footage taken from his visit 



will form part of Pudsey’s tour of various schools over the next two days and will be aired on the BBC tomorrow as part of the Children 
in Need fundraising.  
 
Christmas Performances: 

Foundation Stage (Nursery and Reception) Nativity – Thursday 6th December - 9am  
Key Stage 1 (Yr 1 and 2) – Thursday 6th December – 5.30pm 
Key Stage 2 (yr3, 4, 5 and 6) – Wednesday 12th December – 6pm 
 

Phonics: 
Please see an update to the school website with regards phonics. This can be found in the parent area.  
 
Caring Cooks: 
A reminder below about the Caring Cooks timetable: 
 

Scheduled start 
date 

Year 
Group 

 Scheduled start 
date 

Year group 

Friday 21st Sept 1  Friday 1st March 4 
Friday 9th Nov 2  Friday 26th April 5 
Friday 11th Jan 3  Friday 7th June 6 

 
Up and Coming School Dates for your diary: 
Weds 21st Nov and Thurs 29th Nov - Parents Evening 1 and 2 - 3.15-5.15pm – appointment slots have already been sent out, again staff 
are happy to co-ordinate later appointments if needed, we understand that some parents/carers work and it can difficult to finish in 
time to get to school for 5.15pm. 
Mrs Maggie Eldridge-Mrotzek, our professional partner, has scheduled her next visit for 9th January. She is our link to 
the department for Children, Young People, Education and Skills (CYPES). Her role is to support and guide the school but 
also to evaluate, scrutinize and ensure we are compliant with Department policy. If you see her please say hello.  
A request was received for a photo of Mrs Maggie Eldridge-Mrotzek so that she can be identified on her next visit: 
 
 

Scooters and bicycles: 
As you will be aware it is the law for children under the age of 13 to wear a cycle helmet when on a bicycle. At 
Grands Vaux I want to extend this to scooters that are ridden to and from school. If your child is using a scooter 
to get to and from school please insist they wear a helmet. As you know traffic in this area can be extremely 
busy at the start and end of the day. Some access roads do not have pavements, this is an added risk. I want the children to 
be safe. If children are travelling to and from school on a bicycle or a scooter without a helmet I will stipulate that the 

scooter/bicycle needs to be left at home and not on school grounds. 
Please be reminded that scooter and bicycle riding is dangerous on the school site as there are lots of children and adults around so 
please do not ride on school grounds.   
 
Coats: 
As the weather is getting colder and we will experience more rain showers – please can you make sure your child has a coat. 
 
FS playground: 
A gentle reminder that children are requested not to play in the Foundation Stage Playground at the end of the school day. The staff will 
have tidied resources away and want to make sure things are stored securely. Unfortunately, we have had recent evening visitors to the 
school site and foundation stage resources have been broken. 
 
Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any queries, concerns or there is anything I can do to help and support you with your 
child’s learning and school life. All at Grands Vaux Primary School are committed to the well-being of your child/ren so if we can help 
please let us know. 
 
 
Kind regards  

  
 
 

Miss Maria McCool – Headteacher 


