
 

 

 

 

Reception Spring Term News 2019 
 

Dear Reception Parents, Carers and Friends, 

 

Happy New Year and a very warm welcome back! As we head into the spring term, the children will 

be developing in all areas of their learning and there are lots of exciting learning opportunities to 

look forward to! 

 

Our Morning Routine 

The children have become very familiar with our morning routine now, which is great to see. The 

door to the Reception classroom opens at 8:30am. From this time, you are welcome to come into 

the classroom and help them put their things away until 8:40am when the bell will ring. The 

children will need to write their name and stick this on the ‘Self Registration’ board. Children will 

also need to place their lunch box on the lunch trolley and their water bottle and snack (both 

labelled) in the correct trays; please encourage your child to start to do this more independently. 

After hanging up their belongings, the children will then need to sit on the carpet, ready to start 

the register and begin their learning at 8:45am. Any children brought in after that time will need 

to enter the school via the main entrance; this is a requirement to ensure the correct attendance 

is put on the register. 

 

What will we be learning? 

This term, the children will be learning about many exciting topics, including pirates, dinosaurs, and 

traditional tales. We will then move onto looking at animals and growing.  

 

Here is an overview of our subject focuses for the term:  

 

Personal, Emotional and Social Development -  

This half term, we will be following the Jigsaw unit ’Dreams and Goals’, which teaches children 

about challenges and perseverance. After the half term holiday, we will be following the unit 

‘Healthy Me’ which helps the children to find out about ways to keep both their bodies and minds 

healthy. Sharing and turn taking will be continued to be practised through small group games and 

modelled by adults. 

 

Physical Development –  

In our PE lessons, we will be continuing to learn how to use the space in the hall safely by playing 

lots of fun spatial awareness games and practising gross motor skills and balance. We will also be 

using the Music and Drama Room for music and movement activities.  Throughout the year the 

children will be attending swimming lessons at Le Mourier swimming centre.  The next 6 children 

started on Wednesday. PE is on a Monday and Thursday and children come to school in their PE kit 

on PE days. Please can children also come into school in their PE kit if it is their swimming day 

(swimming dates will be handed out shortly). 

 

Communication, Literacy and Language –  

We are continuing to learn our letter sounds through a daily phonics session and we are currently  

on Phase 3 of the ‘Letters and Sounds’ programme. If you are unsure of the sounds each letter  

 

 



makes there is a video you can watch at: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ksblMiliA8 or feel free to ask a member of the Reception 

team. 

Please keep practising their sound with them at home so that your child can recognise these when 

reading and can identify their sounds in a variety of environments. 

In our Literacy groups, we are focussing on children reading and writing CVC words and the tricky 

words from Phases 2 and 3. There will be lots of opportunities planned for your children to write 

through play and the adults will be modelling good writing and supporting the children to record 

their ideas. 

In terms of their reading, the children will have access to a variety of books and will be 

encouraged to talk about different parts of the books; front cover, back cover, title, blurb, 

characters and setting. There will also be lots of opportunities planned for your children to read 

and write through play and record their ideas, with support. 

 

Family Reading Sessions- 

As you are aware from last week’s letter, we are very pleased to announce the opening of our new 

key stage reading libraries which have been designed and resourced to inspire a love of reading. 

Therefore, you are invited to share this experience with the children in our first round of ‘Family 

Reading Sessions’. The Reception’s session will run from 8.50-9.20 on Wednesday 30th  January. 

During this session, you will be able to enjoy the new libraries with your child and choose a book 

together to borrow. Sharing a love of reading at home is fundamental to a child’s reading 

development so it would be fantastic to see as many of you as possible at this session. If you are 

unable to attend the timetabled session, then please let me know so we can arrange another time.  

 

Mathematics –  

In Maths, there will be a big focus on our addition and subtraction skills where we will be learning 

to add and subtract single digit numbers from numbers to 20. We will also be working on securing 

our counting and ordering skills and numeral recognition to 20. Your support at home could make a 

big difference to this. Encouraging your child to use number in their environment, for example, 

counting food items or toys, would help them to see numbers in a variety of contexts. The children 

are doing well in their number formation and we will now continue to refine this and give them 

opportunities to write numbers in different contexts, through playdough, whiteboards, sand, chalk 

etc.  

 

Expressive Arts and Design -  

We will be focussing on using different types of media to create pictures and paintings. The 

children will explore using a variety of resources and think of creative and original ways to use 

them.  Children will be encouraged to review and adapt their artwork.  

 

Understanding the World –  

We will be looking closely at the world around us and talking about the changes we can see in the 

outside environment. One of our topics is ‘Life on the farm’, so we will be exploring the different 

types of farm and will be visiting a farm to get first-hand experience of what life on a farm is like. 

  

Computing –  

This spring in Computing, Reception will be learning all about the art of photography. They will be 

looking in particular at how to navigate their way around iPads and cameras so that they can 

become independent in using these in the environment to record their ideas. All children will be 

reminded of the need to be safe and responsible when using any form of technology. 

  

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ksblMiliA8


Home-learning tasks and Spellings –  

The reading programme has already started this term and each child should be bringing home their 

reading diary, reading book and letter formation sheets. We will soon be sending out some more 

sound cards (for Phase 3) and some 20 more of the sight words that they should know by the end 

of the year. Please listen to your child read their reading book as many times as possible – this is 

so important for their learning. When you have done this, please write a comment in their yellow 

reading record book so that we can see if they have finished their reading book. If at any time you 

have questions please feel free to speak to us before or after school.   

 

Other – 

Wet weather gear 

Especially with the cold weather approaching, it is important that the children have a change of 

waterproof clothes to be kept at school so that your child can go out and explore the outdoors in 

all weather; the children love to explore in all types of weather. 

Please can your child bring in: 

1. Named waterproof trousers  

2. A pair of named wellies.   

  

Bookbags 
Each child needs a book bag with their name on; they need this to store their reading diary and 

reading book in as well as any important letters. Grands Vaux School book bags can be bought from 

Lyndale Sport.  Please can the children bring in their book bags daily so that we have access to their 

reading diaries in our guided reading sessions throughout the week. 
  

Snack Time  

Children must bring in fresh fruit or vegetables for snack each day.  Each Friday is ‘Fruity Friday’ 

and the children can buy a piece of fruit or fresh fruit smoothie for 40p each.  

Please can you put only water in the drink bottle for the trolley.   
 

Name labels 

Please, please, please make sure every item brought in school is labelled! As the children can now 

read their names, they are becoming much more independent in locating their things and putting it all in 

the right place; labelled items will continue to support this. 

Items to be labelled include: 

1. All clothing, including: jumpers, shoes, coats. 

2. Lunchboxes. 

3. Drink bottles. 

4. Plastic pots e.g. snack pots. 

5. Book bags. 

 

Your help with this would be greatly appreciated.  Thank you to those of you who have already labelled 

everything. 
  

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you once again for your support so far this year.  I 

look forward to continuing our work together to create effective learning experiences for your child. If 

you have any concerns, please do not hesitate to speak to me, before and after school. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Miss Dix 

 

 

 


