
Grands Vaux Primary School                                        
                        Headteacher: Miss Maria McCool 

Monday, 21 January 2019 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
The first family library sessions have been underway, the yr 2 and 3 families have been the first to explore the new library areas and 
select a book to take home. All feedback has been very positive and the children enjoyed the opportunity to share the new books with 
family. 
            Key Stage 1: Library Playground                         Key Stage 2: Research Library 

                   
 
The whole school will get the opportunity to take part in the family sharing – dates and times are below: 
Key Stage 1 and Foundation Stage- Nursery, Reception, Year 1 

and Year 2 
Key Stage 2- Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 

Year 2 Thursday 17th January Year 3 Thursday 17th January 
Year 1 Thursday 31st January Year 4 Thursday 31st January 
Reception Thursday 14th February Year 5 Thursday 14th February 
Nursery Thursday 7th March Year 6 Thursday 7th March 
Each class will have a timetabled period every 8 weeks within which they will be able to borrow a book and share in a reading 
experience with a family member. Please be reassured that all classes will have consistent access to the library throughout the school 
week; the dedicated fortnight is so that texts can be loaned and children can share a reading experience. If you are unable to make this 
time please see Miss Benn/Mrs Martin as they can offer, through arrangement, some after school sessions.  
 
TuckShop Changes: 
Following some concerns around how some children are accessing the tuckshop I am introducing some new procedures. 
The end of day routine for yr 3 and 4 children will change, on a Friday they will now be dismissed from the front of the school to ease 
congestion in the hall.  
Tuckshop will be accessed via the fire exit door and children must be accompanied by an adult, this is following concerns raised that 
parents/carers want to be aware what is being purchased from the tuck shop. 
As always we can review how this works and make any changes to ensure the smooth running of the end of day routines, whilst still 
supporting the PTA tuckshop. 
 
GDPR (reminder): 
A reminder that you do have the option to ‘opt out’ from the facility of information sharing via email, you can withdraw consent at any 
time. Please email the office if you would wish to opt out of us using your email address to make contact with you about school events, 
PTA events etc please email the office (admin@grandsvaux.sch.je). This will mean you will receive paper copies of letters etc instead of 
email. 
An updated Privacy Notice is also on the website.  
 
Online safety: 
Tuesday, 6th February 2018 is Safer Internet Day with a theme of "Create, connect and share respect: A better internet starts with you". 
On this day children will undertake awareness raising activities about how to stay safe online. Please see the school website for an 
online safety letter: http://www.grandsvaux.sch.je/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Parents-Online-Safety-Letter.pdf 

mailto:(admin@grandsvaux.sch.je).
http://www.grandsvaux.sch.je/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Parents-Online-Safety-Letter.pdf


 
Dates for your Diary: 
Consultations: 
Tuesday 5th March 3.15-5.15 
Wednesday 13th March 3.15-5.15 
Please be aware that where it is difficult for parents/carers to arrange meetings during these times you can negotiate alternative times 
with your child’s class teacher. 

 
Open Day: 
Thursday 28th March – we are trialling some new times, this is following feedback from parents/carers and staff as to what sessions 
worked well last year. The new timings this year are: 2.45-3.30 and 5.30-6.30. 
 
INSET dates: 
These are dates for whole school training and the school is not open. 
Fri 10th May 2019 
Wednesday 4th Sept 2019 
Thurs 12th Sept 2019 
Tues 5th May 2020 
 
Caring Cooks: 
The current year group involved in Caring Cooks is year 3, thank you to all those parents/carers who have made a voluntary contribution 
towards the food costs for this curriculum enhancement initiative.  
 

Scheduled start 
date 

Year 
Group 

 Scheduled start 
date 

Year group 

Friday 21st Sept 1  Friday 1st March 4 
Friday 9th Nov 2  Friday 26th April 5 
Friday 11th Jan 3  Friday 7th June 6 

 
Professional Partner Visit: 
Mrs Maggie Eldridge-Mrotzek, our professional partner, has scheduled her next three visits for the following dates: 
Wednesday 6th Feb (pm), Thursday 7th February (pm) and Wednesday 13th February (am) 
She is our link to the department for Children, Young People, Education and Skills (CYPES). Her role is to support and 
guide the school but also to evaluate, scrutinize and ensure we are compliant with Department policy. If you see her 
please say hello.  
 
Family Support Worker: 

A reminder that Katy da Silva is available on Fridays for either drop in sessions or meetings by appointment.  
Katy can offer advice and support to families in their own homes and communities. 
This support includes: 

 Support for parents 
 Understanding and managing your child’s behaviour 

 Child development 
 Reducing family conflict and arguments 
 Housing, benefits and budgeting 
 Feeling isolated 

 
Scooters and bicycles: 

As you will be aware it is the law for children under the age of 13 to wear a cycle helmet when on a bicycle. At 
Grands Vaux this has been extended to include scooters that are ridden to and from school. If your child is 
using a scooter to get to and from school please insist they wear a helmet. As you know traffic in this area can 
be extremely busy at the start and end of the day. Some access roads do not have pavements, this is an added risk. I want 
the children to be safe. If children are travelling to and from school on a bicycle or a scooter without a helmet I will 

stipulate that the scooter/bicycle needs to be left at home and not on school grounds. 
Please be reminded that scooter and bicycle riding is dangerous on the school site as there are lots of children and adults around so 
please do not ride on school grounds.   
 

Katy can do this by: 
 Helping you to identify the changes you want to make 

and supporting you to make those changes happen 
 Recognise and build on your family’s strengths 
 Help you access the support you need in the community 



Uniform: 
Following feedback from staff and parents/carers, I am establishing a new home school communication system with regards uniform 
expectations. This graduated response was shared with the children today in assembly. Any issues or expectations that needed clarifying 
were discussed in this session. Following system agreement by school leaders, this will be implemented by the start of next week.  
Uniform expectations are shared in the school handbook, my meetings at the start of the year, class teacher expectations as outlined in 
meet the teacher presentations/curriculum letters and informal reminders, these will continue, the graduated response is to support 
with wholesale engagement. 
 
A reminder about coats - as the weather is getting colder and we will experience more rain showers – please can you make sure your 
child has a coat.  
 
FS playground: 
Please remember that children are requested not to play in the Foundation Stage Playground at the end of the school day. The staff will 
have tidied resources away and want to make sure things are stored securely. As previously mentioned we have had visitors to the site, 
the latest visit has resulted in some vandalism, this has been reported to the police. I ask for your support in this matter, the school does 
have to pay for any damages caused which effects what is available to spend elsewhere. Please help us to be vigilant and look after our 
school site, if you have any concerns please report them, your support with this is much appreciated. 
 
Drop off arrangements reminder: 
Traffic congestion at the entrance to the school drive continues to be a concern. Most drivers do follow the Stop and Drop 
arrangements, using the allocated spaces for this system. Cars must exit via the mini roundabout. Please do not double park, the road is 
not wide enough to allow cars to continue to circulate.  
Thank you very much for your support with parking, I know this can be a very stressful time, if we work together and use the system 
correctly the start and end of day will run smoothly.   
We would encourage as many families as possible to walk to school and ask that if you do need to park, please park in the car park and 
not in the ‘stop and drop’ zone.  
 
Communication: 
Please continue to access our Facebook page and website to keep up to date, both of these platforms are updated regularly.  
 
Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any queries, concerns or there is anything I can do to help and support you with your 
child’s learning and school life. All at Grands Vaux Primary School are committed to the well-being of your child/ren so if we can help 
please let us know. 
 
Kind regards  

  
 

Miss Maria McCool – Headteacher 


