
 

Year 4 Spring Term News 

 

 

Dear Year 4 Parents, Carers and Friends, 

Happy New Year and welcome back! This term there again are lots of exciting learning opportunities. With 

your continued support and the children’s fantastic attitude to learning, I have no doubt that we are about 

to have a successful and fun term. 

 

Our topic this term is Vikings. This is a History based topic that links well with many aspects of our 

curriculum. 

 

Here is an overview of our subjects for the term: 

 

PHSE: For the first half of the term, our PSHE topic will be ‘Dreams and Goals’ in which the children will 

be setting themselves goals and learning what steps they need to take in order to succeed, overcome 

obstacles, persevere and help others reach their goals. 

In the second half term, we will be focusing on the topic ‘Healthy me.’ In this topic, the children will 

explore the impacts of a healthy diet and exercise.  We will look at friendships and how to be a good friend.  

We will learn strategies for staying calm and managing challenging situations. We will also look at the issue of 

smoking, discussing why people may choose to do this and how it impacts on our health.  

 

English: This term, our topic ‘Vikings’ will provide the main stimulus for speaking and listening, reading and 

writing activities. Through this the children will explore stories with historical settings, play scripts and 

poetry. We will study the text “Beowulf” and the children will write their own story following the same 

pattern of a hero myth story. We will also experience explanation texts.  We will continue to improve our 

handwriting and learn a new handwriting join each week. Spelling, vocabulary, grammar and punctuation will 

continue to be a significant focus in English lessons. The children will be applying their knowledge and skills 

through a variety of sentence types and there will be a great emphasis on applying what they learn to their 

independent and extended pieces of writing.    

 

Maths: This term we continue to have a strong focus on number sense and applying what we know in a variety 

of ways.  We will start the term focusing on multiplication before moving onto division and understanding how 

division is the inverse of multiplication.   We will also be learning about fractions and equivalent fractions and 

decimals.  Away from number we will learn about graphs and how to read data from them before exploring 

time.  

 

Science –In the first half of the term, we will look at ‘Electricity’ by constructing and exploring simple 

circuits. The children will also learn about how electricity is produced and the different ways this can be 

done.  In the second half of the term we will learn about “Animals including humans” This will include the 

digestive system, teeth and food chains.  

 

Physical Education: The children will continue to have 2 hours of PE a week taught by a specialist PE coach.  

Our PE days this term are Monday and Tuesday.  This term the children will focus on a range of movement 

skills which will build up to successfully taking part in team games. Please ensure that your child comes to 

school on these days in the Grands Vaux PE kit; this is a navy blue tracksuit, navy blue shorts and a white t-

shirt.   

 

Computing: In Year 4 we will start our learning with a focus on internet safety; best practise for keeping 

ourselves safe with the range of devices we may use and websites we may visit. Bullying issues online will also 

be a focus. Year 4 will also be developing in their knowledge and understanding of coding software. Using 

Scratch, they will be creating their own questions and quizzes for their peer groups. 

 

Art, Design and Technology: Our Art this term will be linked into our topic of Vikings.  We will be 

developing our weaving skills and designing our own Viking jewellery. 

 



History and Geography – The children will be developing their sense of chronology as well as their historical 

enquiry skills by finding out about the Vikings. We will use map skills to look at where the Viking people 

originated from and the journeys they undertook in their conquests of different areas. 

 

RE: The children have responded well to our new “Discovery RE” scheme of work.  In the first half of term 

we will learn more about the Jewish Faith with our focus being on the Passover and how important it is for 

the Jewish people to do as God tells them.  After half term we will return to Christianity and the Easter 

story with our focus being forgiveness.   

 

Music: The children will be using Churanga within their music lessons. The materials that we will study 

present an integrated approach to music where games, the dimensions of music (pulse, rhythm, pitch etc), 

singing and playing instruments are all linked. 

 

French: Mrs Taylor will be teaching the children French this term. They will be working on the basics of 

French and continuing to embed what they have already learned.  This will include counting, colours, 

instructions and greetings.   

 

Home – Learning 

Home reading – A love of reading is such a gift to have and children will continue to bring home free 

readers.  Please share these books with your child(ren) and encourage them to change them regularly.  

 

We will also begin to access our fantastic new Key Stage Two library and are looking forward to welcoming 

parents and carers in for our class “sharing a reading experience” The two dates for Year 4 are: 

Thursday 31st January and Thursday 7th February 

You will be welcome to share books with your child(ren) on these two dates between 8:50 and 9:20am.  We 

hope that lots of you will be able to make the most of this opportunity and we know, from experience, that 

your children will be thrilled to have you in school with them. 

 

Homework – Year 4 will again bring home bingo home learning for Maths and English.  They will also bring 

home their personalised spellings to learn and there will be a homework topic linked to our Vikings learning.   

 

Trips – We are in the process of arranging some trips and visitors for the term. Before the trip, I will send 

out a letter with additional information such as times and dates. Please let me know, if any of you are 

available to help with any trips. It is always fantastic to be able to bring a parent on trips with us.  

 

Other – With the cold weather set to stay for a bit please ensure that your child is appropriately wrapped 

up for the weather, making sure your child wears their coat every day. Please also make sure that all 

uniforms and possessions are clearly labelled. 

 

Feel free to see me with any questions or queries. 

 

Again, thank you for all your amazing support and help. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Rebecca Richardson 

 

 


