
 

Year 5 Spring Term News 
 

Dear Year 5 Parents, Carers and Friends, 

 

Welcome back and Happy New Year! I hope you have all had a relaxing Christmas break and that you and your 

child are looking forward to this term, I know I am.  

 

Our main topic this term will be The Victorians 

 

Here is an overview of our subject focuses for the term:  

 

PHSE / JIGSAW - For the first half of the term our JIGSAW topic will be ‘Dreams and Goals’. In this 

topic the children will look at how to keep going when they find something challenging and how to have a 

positive attitude. In the second half term Year 5 will be focusing on the topic ‘Healthy me’. This theme is 

about making healthy choice, eating a balanced diet and staying active. 

 

English – This term, linked to our Victorian topic, we will be reading and analysing the book ‘Street Child’ 

written by Berlie Doherty. They will start by writing setting descriptions; comparing the three different 

scenes (upper, middle and lower class) and explore how language can change the meaning. Next, we will look at 

the opening chapter of Street Child and identify the key features. We will be discussing what the chapter 

tells us and look at how the author introduces new characters before writing our own story openings. After 

that, they will imagine that they are either Lizzie or Emily, whom are left behind at the big house. They will 

consider - how they are feeling about living there and how they feel about their mother leaving them there. 

The children will then write a monologue to go alongside the chapter explaining their feelings. Finally, the 

children will close their eyes and visualise a scene from the book. We will discuss which words or phrases 

helped them to picture what was happening, highlighting these words and phrases as the children identify 

them.  The children will then use these words and phrases to create a poem. For spellings, we will be 

continuing with our programme ‘No Nonsense Spellings’. 
 

Maths –This term we will be focussing on three areas: Word Problems, Statistics and Fractions. There will 

be a heavy focus on the children using and applying their maths, learning to solve problems and puzzles in 

different ways and showing their reasoning skills by explaining their ideas by using mathematical language.  

Mental strategies including times tables will be practiced daily so that they are able to accurately and 

rapidly recall them.  A child’s mental ability is essential for their mathematical development and therefore 

your continued support with this at home is greatly appreciated.  

 

Science – In Science we will be looking at ‘Properties and Changes in Materials’. We will be looking at 

different materials, their uses and their properties, as well as dissolving, separating mixtures and 

irreversible changes.   The children will sort and classify objects according to their properties.  They will 

explore the properties of materials to find the most suitable material for different purposes. The children 

will work scientifically and collaboratively to investigate the best thermal insulator to make a lunch box, 

making predictions and forming conclusions.  Furthermore, they will have chance to find the best electrical 

conductor, in the context of making floodlights brighter.  They will have the opportunity to work in a hands-

on way to explore dissolving, identifying the different variables in their own investigations. They will find out 

about different ways to separate mixtures of materials, using filtering, sieving and evaporating.  

.  

Physical Education – The children will continue to have 2 hours of PE a week with lessons being on a Monday 

and Thursday.  We will be doing Physical Literary on both days lead by Jersey Sport. Please make sure 

children have the correct PE uniform. 

 

Computing – In the first half term we will be developing the children’s skills further for searching the 

internet with the introduction of creating and editing a webpage using Google sites. Following this, we will be 

using Scratch to build and edit algorithms for simple games. 

 



Art, Design and Technology: Our Art/DT will be linked to our topic where we will explore, design and create 

a piece of Victorian wallpaper and a Victorian bookmark. 

 

History/Geography – This term we will be looking at the Victorians. We will be looking at Queen Victoria’s 

life and coronation, workhouses and how this affected children and finally Victorian Jersey. 

 

RE – During RE lessons, the children will first be exploring Hinduism and the question ‘How can Brahman be 

everywhere and in everything?’ Later in the term we will move onto Christianity investigating the question 

‘How significant is it for Christians to believe God intended Jesus to die?’ 

 

Music - All the learning is focused around one song: Make You Feel My Love. The unit presents an integrated 

approach to music where games, elements of music (pulse, rhythm, pitch etc), singing and playing instruments 

are all linked. As well as learning to sing, play, improvise and compose with this song, children will listen and 

appraise other pop ballads. 

 

French: This term the children will be focusing on days of the week, months of the year, birthdays, colours, 

pets, sports, hobbies and talking about their likes and dislikes.  

 

 

Home – Learning and Reading  

Home reading –A child continuing their reading development at home makes such a difference to their 

attitude towards reading and to their reading progression. Although many of the children have developed 

their reading to the point where decoding words is much easier, it is still vitally important that they are able 

to read to an adult regularly. This will help your child to develop their pronunciation, confidence and give 

them the opportunity to discuss what they have read.  

 

Family Reading Sessions  

As you are aware from last week’s letter, we are very pleased to announce the opening of our new key stage 

reading libraries which have been designed and resourced to inspire a love of reading. Therefore, you are 

invited to share this experience with the children in our first round of ‘Family Reading Sessions’.  Year 5’s 

session will run from 8.50 – 9.20 on Thursday 14th February.  During this session, you will be able to 

enjoy the new libraries with your child and choose a book together to borrow. Sharing a love of reading at 

home is fundamental to a child’s reading development so it would be fantastic to see as many of you as 

possible at this session. If you are unable to attend the session, then please speak to me to arrange another 

possible time.  

 

Home-learning tasks and Spellings – The children will bring home their homework on a Friday which is to be 

handed in on the following Wednesday. This will include a Maths activity, English activity, spellings and daily 

reading.   

 

Other - If any of you have any ‘spare’ time, the children would benefit from additional 1:1 reading. Please let 

me know if you are able to give use some of your time to support us with this - many thanks. 

 

Finally, please ensure that your child brings a water bottle to school every day.  

  

As always please see me with any questions or queries. 

 

I look forward to working with you and your child,  

 

Best wishes, 

 

Miss O’Connor 

 


