
 

Year 6 Spring Term News 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

Happy New Year to you all! I hope you have had a relaxing break. Year 6 have a busy and exciting Spring 

Term ahead of them and I know, with your continued support, they will continue to make good progress in 

their learning and be effective Year 6 role models at Grands Vaux.  

 

Our topic for this term will be Aztecs and Mayas. We will be learning about this through different areas of 

the curriculum. Here is an overview of our subject focuses for the term:  

 

PHSE: Our PSHE work this half-term will focus on ‘Dreams and Goals. This topic will allow for children to 

focus on their personal learning goals and think about their steps for success. They will also consider the 

different ways that they can make a positive difference in our world, both locally and across the globe.  

Next half term, we will focus on ‘Healthy Me’. In this topic we will look at the effects of food, drugs and 

alcohol on the human body, and explore how we can keep ourselves and others safe, both physically and 

mentally. 

 

English: Year 6 will be exploring a range of texts and genres throughout the term. We will be focussing on 

play scripts by looking at Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’. This will lead on to our non-fiction unit of persuasive 

writing by looking at who was to blame for Macbeth’s actions. We will also be looking at Louis Sacher’s 

‘There’s a Boy in the Girl’s Bathroom’ and exploring different opportunities for reading, writing, speaking and 

listening.  Towards the end of spring, we will be exploring journalistic writing by looking at Anthony Browne’s 

‘Voices in the Park’. The children will be continuing with their poetry work, moving onto poems using 

personification and developing our own raps.  Spelling, grammar and punctuation will continue to be a 

significant focus in English lessons. The children will be applying their knowledge and skills through a variety 

of sentence types.  

 

Maths: Throughout this term, following our new maths scheme ‘Maths No Problem’, the children will develop 

their understanding of number, with a special focus on decimals, calculations, measures and word problems. 

We will experience this learning through various supported, group and independent activities.  There will be a 

heavy focus on the children developing their fluency, reasoning and problem-solving skills. Mental strategies 

including times tables, number bonds and using the inverse will be practiced. A child’s mental ability and rapid 

recall of number facts are essential for their mathematical development and your continued support with 

this at home is greatly appreciated.  

 

Science: In the first half term we will be covering ‘Scientists and Inventors’ where we will explore some of 

the most important discoveries in recent history and the effect they have had on the world today. In the 

second half of Spring, we will be exploring ‘Living Things and their Habitats’. This will involve learning about 

how to classify different animals, including micro-organisms. They will sort different animals based on their 

similarities and their differences, and explore Carl Linnaeus’ classification system.   

 

Physical Education: The children will continue to have 2 hours of PE a week; this will take place on Mondays 

and Thursdays. The children are very lucky to have a specialist trainer for both sessions. Children will 

develop the fundamental movement skills that are required to be successful in a range of sports. The 

children should only come into school in their PE kit on these days. 

 

Computing: We will continue to develop our skills this term. The children will have focussed sessions on 

programming using Scratch and Kodu. Both of these applications involve children developing programming 

knowledge to achieve a task. There will be a range of open activities that will also allow children to build 

their own creations. We will also be linking computing skills to our topic lessons and creating posters and 

multimedia presentations.  

 

 



History/Geography: The children will be learning about the Aztecs and Mayas; the people in these times and 

key events which occurred. We will be looking at where in the world the Aztecs and Mayas lived and how this 

changed across the periods. Year 6 will also be looking at the language and money systems in place; the 

clothing they wore and the battles that took place. 

 

Art, Design and Technology: We will be developing our pottery and mosaic skills this term. Children will be 

designing Aztec masks and then creating them using clay. They will also be creating Aztec weaves and 

patterns using looms made in school.  

 

RE: This term will be focussing on Christianity. The children will be learning about ‘Beliefs and Meaning’ and 

‘Easter’. They will be studying the concepts of Salvation and the Gospel.  

 

Music: The children will be using the music scheme ‘Charanga’ within their music lessons. The materials that 

we will study present an integrated approach to music where games, the dimensions of music (pulse, rhythm, 

pitch etc), singing and playing instruments are all linked. 

 

French: Mrs Taylor will be teaching the children French this term. They will be working on the ‘Salut Jersey’ 

programme of work, which includes learning to speak about school, sports and our hobbies. 

 

Home – Learning 

Home reading – Throughout the week children will bring home a ‘free reader’ that is a book chosen by the 

child from the book corner with total freedom, regardless of reading ability.  Therefore, please do not worry 

if a book on these days appears a ‘struggle’ for your child to read as its purpose is for you to read to your 

child as a shared rich and enjoyable experience of books.  A child continuing their reading development at 

home makes such a difference to their attitude towards reading and to their reading progression, it really is 

half the journey in a child becoming a confident and enthusiastic reader, therefore continuing to read and 

comment on your child’s reading is very much appreciated – Thank you. 

 

Family Reading Sessions  

As you are aware from last week’s letter, we are very pleased to announce the opening of our new key stage 

reading libraries which have been designed and resourced to inspire a love of reading. Therefore, you are 

invited to share this experience with the children in our first round of ‘Family Reading Sessions’.  Year 6’s 

session will run from 8.50 – 9.20 on Thursday 7th March.   

During this session, you will be able to enjoy the new libraries with your child and choose a book together to 

borrow. Sharing a love of reading at home is fundamental to a child’s reading development so it would be 

fantastic to see as many of you as possible at this session. If you are unable to attend the session, then 

please speak to me to arrange another possible time.  

  

Homework – The children will continue to bring home their weekly home-learning on a Friday which is to be 

handed in on the Wednesday. This will include a Maths activity, an English activity and weekly spellings.  As 

we are preparing your children for secondary school, it is essential that they get into a good routine now.  

Please let me know if I can assist you in anyway with this.   

 

Trips – We will be going on a variety of trips throughout the year. Before the trip, I will send out a letter 

with additional information such as times and dates. Please let me know, if any of you are available to help 

with any trips. It is always fantastic to be able to bring a parent on trips with us.  

 

Other – If you have not already, please provide you child with a plastic named water bottle that they can use 

throughout the day.  

 

As always please see me with any questions or queries. I look forward to working with you and your child to 

make this a fantastic final year at Grands Vaux. 

 

Best wishes 

Mr Delahunty 


