
 

 

 

 

 

 

Nursery Spring Term Newsletter 2019 
 

Dear Nursery Parents, Carers and Friends, 

 

Welcome back to an exciting spring term. We have already got off to a wonderful start with our 

children enjoying finding out about sea creatures and pirates! All the children are very settled and 

are ready to start the next step in their exciting learning journey.  

In the next week, you will be receiving the link to access your child’s online Learning Journal. A 

letter will come home to explain what you need to do. 

 

Personal, Emotional and Social Development – This half term, we will be following the Jigsaw unit 

’Dreams and Goals’, which teaches children about challenges and perseverance. After the half term 

holiday, we will be following the unit ‘Healthy Me’ which helps the children to find out about ways 

to keep both their bodies and minds healthy. Sharing and turn taking will be continued to be 

practised through small group games and modelled by adults. 

 

Communication and Language – We will continue to focus on Communication and Language as it is 

fundamental to all areas of learning. Through all areas of learning, we ensure children are accessing 

a huge range of vocabulary to develop their understanding. There are also opportunities all day for 

the children to talk to adults and their peers. We will also continue to use the WellComm 

programme which ensures we are targeting individual needs so they make the best progress 

possible. 

 

Physical Development – We are still in the process of developing our outside area – expect to see a 

few changes over the half term! We will have had a big focus on developing children’s physical skills 

both on a large (gross motor) and small (fine motor) scale. If children have good physical 

development, this will help them with their physical ability to mark make. 

 

Literacy – We have read a variety of stories linked to the sea. A huge favourite was ‘Shark in the 

Park’. As it is a rhyming story, it linked well with our focus of rhythm and rhyme. This will continue 

to be a big focus over the half term – please support your child by reading rhyming stories. We will 

also use puppets to re-tell stories to develop children’s recall. 

The children love telling their own stories in the form of ‘Helicopter Stories’. This is where they 

tell me a story, I scribe it and then at the end of the session, they act it out with their friends. If 

you would like to read your child’s stories, they are up on the board in the classroom – please do 

come and have a look! The stories give the children the opportunity to express themselves, share 

their ideas and see writing happening. 

 

Mathematics – The children are becoming confident with their numbers to 10. We are now learning 

to play with numbers and find out how numbers work. The children love using Numicon which is a 

maths tool that enables children to use practical maths. The children will be developing the skill of 

recording their maths and beginning to talk about what their marks mean.  

We will also continue to learn the names of shapes, both 2-dimensional and 3-dimensional. The 

children will use construction to support their learning.  We are going to have a big cooking focus 

so the children will be learning about weight and capacity through practical maths. 
  



Understanding the World – As last term, this area is mainly led by the children and their 

interests. We have already had a focus on the sea and we will be moving onto a dinosaur 

investigation next week.  The children will be completing programmes on the ipads and interactive 

whiteboard. They will also be programming the BeeBots independently. 

 

Expressive Arts and Design – We will continue to have our role play as a home corner as this is 

where children are at their most comfortable. However, we also have mini role plays such as a 

hospitals or shop, that the children are familiar with.  These are situations where most children 

have had real-life experiences. We will be developing the children’s colour mixing skills and 

teaching the children key skills in sticking, cutting and joining to enable them to make their own 

models and pictures.                                                     

 

Trips – We have already visited the Maritime Museum. We are hoping to visit a shop and the 

markets where the children will have the opportunity to buy some items to take back to school to 

cook with.  

 

Home-learning tasks – As last term, please read at least one story a night to your child. This is a 

good calming activity before they go to sleep. Please also work with your child to do the activities 

in their busy bags. Please help your child to start to write their own name. If they find this tricky, 

please focus on one letter at a time. 

Please encourage your child to put on their own coat and begin to do up the zip. They also need to 

be able to put on their own socks and shoes. 

 

Other – Lending library (books and Busy Bags) will commence on Tuesday 23rd January. Please come 

and help your child to select their book and Busy Bag. Please ensure they bring them back each 

week. 

 

Clothing –Please, please, please, make sure everything has a name label – it is impossible to 

keep track of all the items children have if they do not have a name on them!  

 

I would also really appreciate it if your child has shoes they can put on independently – therefore 

no laces.  

Family Reading Sessions- As you are aware from last week’s letter, we are very pleased to 

announce the opening of our new key stage reading libraries which have been designed and 

resourced to inspire a love of reading. Therefore, you are invited to share this experience with the 

children in our first round of ‘Family Reading Sessions’.  Nursery’s session will run from 8.50 – 

9.20 on Thursday 7th March.  

During this session, you will be able to enjoy the new libraries with your child and choose a book 

together to borrow. Sharing a love of reading at home is fundamental to a child’s reading 

development so it would be fantastic to see as many of you as possible at this session. If you are 

unable to attend the timetabled session, then please let me know so we can arrange another time.  

As always, we are a partnership. If you have any worries or concerns, please do not hesitate to 

contact me. 

j.prouten@grandsvaux.sch.je 

 

 

Kind Regards  

Mrs Prouten 

 

 


