
 

 

 

 

Reception Summer Term News 2019 
 
Dear Reception Parents, Carers and Friends, 

 

I hope you all had a lovely Easter break and enjoyed the lovely weather! The children have already made 

a wonderful start to their final term of Reception and they have settled back into the class routines 

incredibly well. They are now ready for the many exciting challenges to come!  

 

In the Early Years, our teaching ethos is completely child-centred; we do not set out to teach any 

specific topic but to be led by the children’s interests! We find that when the children are more 

engaged and their interests are tapped into, they are more likely to open themselves up to a variety of 

learning opportunities. So far, the children have loved learning about plants and what they need to grow. 

They have loved being involved in the planting of our new garden in our outdoor area, even making and 

writing their own signs for the different plants! We will now be taking a closer look at mini-beasts, 

natural habitats and non-fiction texts. 

 

Here is an overview of our subject focuses for the term:  

 

Personal, Emotional and Social Development -  

We will be following the Jigsaw unit ’Relationships’ this half term which teaches children about the 

special people in our lives and how to be a good friend.   After the half term holiday, we will be following 

the unit ‘Changing Me’ which focuses on growing up and fun and fears.  

 

Physical Development –  

As the weather hopefully becomes more pleasant, we will be looking at having most of our PE sessions 

outdoors on the big playground. With the help of a Physical Literacy coach, we will be continuing to 

learn how to further develop the children’s gross motor skills and balancing.  The children will also be 

learning co-ordination and how to play as a team in group activities and games. 

Please note that PE days this term are Monday and Tuesday; children will need to come into school 

wearing their PE kit on these days. 

 

Swimming: the children who will be swimming at Le Mourier swimming centre this term have now been 

sent home with letters with information on the upcoming swimming dates; these children will need to 

also wear their PE kit on Wednesdays. 

 

In terms of their fine motor skills, the children will be strengthening their hands through a variety of 

‘finger gym’ activities. Our carpentry table and mark making station will support this as the children will 

be encouraged to use the different tools and materials to design, create and build with stronger grips. 

 

Communication and Language –  

Developing children’s communication and language skills is at the heart of everything that we do in 

Reception.  We provide open ended resources and opportunities for collaborative play as well as role 

play and small world areas which enhance children’s speaking and listening skills.  This term we are 

continuing to use the ‘Wellcomm’ programme to support each child’s individual areas of needs for their 

language and communication. This enables them to learn new vocabulary as well as promoting good all 

round communication skills. 
 

 

 



Literacy –  

We are continuing to learn our letter sounds through a daily phonics session and we are now 

transitioning from learning the Phase 3 sounds onto learning some of the Phase 4 sounds; a list of these 

will be sent home to you shortly to practice with your child. 

We are also now encouraging the children to try and apply all of their Phase 2 and Phase 3 sounds when 

reading and writing short sentences. 

 

Please keep practising the Phase 2 and Phase 3 sounds as well as their sight word lists with your 

child at home as often as possible; lots of practise will help them to recognise these more easily 

when reading.  

Please continue to listen to your child read their home reading book as often as possible during 

the week – this is so important for their learning. Recapping the new words and asking them questions 

will help them to further understand the story as they become familiar with it. When you have done 

this, please write a comment in their yellow reading record book so that we can see how they have done 

with that particular book. If at any time you have questions please feel free to speak to us before or 

after school.  

 

As always, there will also be lots of opportunities planned for your child to write through their play as 

well during group writing activities. The adults will continue to model good writing and support the 

children in recording their ideas. 

 

If you are unsure of the sounds each letter makes there is a video you can watch at: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ksblMiliA8 or feel free to ask a member of the Reception team. 

 

Mathematics –  

In Maths we are learning to identify and name 3D shapes and talk about the simple properties of these. 

We will use everyday language to talk about size, weight, capacity, position, distance, time and 

money to compare quantities and objects and to solve problems.  We are continuing to learn how to 

read, write and order numbers from 0-20 and we will also be looking at how to solve problems involving 

doubling, halving and sharing. There will be lots of opportunities to use quantities and numbers during 

play in areas such as the water tray, bug hotel and Maths shed. 

 

Expressive Arts and Design -  

We will be focussing on encouraging the children to use different types of media, such as papier mache, 

to create their own models, thinking of creative and original ways to use them. Children will be 

encouraged to review and adapt their artwork, making changes to develop their designs. 

 

Understanding the World –  

We will be looking closely at the world around us and talking about the changes we can see in the 

outside environment.  Our general topic this half term is ‘growing’; we have now planted our new outdoor 

garden and are starting to work on our pond area. We will also be visiting Durrell Zoo in Summer 2 to 

learn about growth in animals and habitats. 

  

Computing –  

Reception will be further developing in the skills they have learnt this year and will be continuing to 

learn about the different components of a computer and each function. Lessons will focus on computer 

skills, Bee-bot programming and painting. Children will also be reminded of the importance of being safe 

and responsible when using ICT equipment. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ksblMiliA8


 

Trips (all dates and times to be confirmed) – Eric Young Orchid Foundation 

                                                                   Durrell Zoo 

                                                                              Whole School Beach Day 

We are hoping to have other visits, but where we go will depend on the topics the children want to 

explore. 

 

Home-learning tasks – 

As mentioned earlier, please keep practising the Phase 2 and Phase 3 sounds as well as their sight word 

lists with your child at home as often as possible; lots of practise will help them to recognise these 

more easily when reading.  

Please continue to listen to your child read their home reading book as often as possible during 

the week. Asking questions and recapping each word will be so beneficial to their recognition of words 

and comprehension of stories. 

 

Other –  

Please make sure your child comes into school with sun cream on and has a named summer hat and 

named sun cream in school (they can apply this again before afternoon playtime).  

 

I am looking forward to sharing this final term with you and your wonderful children! They have already 

progressed so well this year. Thank you once again for your support so far and I look forward to 

another successful term working with you and your child. 
  
 

Kind regards, 

 

Miss Dix 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


