
 

 

 

Year 3 Summer Term News 2019 
 

Dear Year 3 Parents, Carers and Friends, 

 

Year 3 have made a fantastic start to the Summer Term and have been extremely busy already! 

 

Our main topic this term will be Rainforests 

 

Here is an overview of our subject focuses for the term:  

 

PHSE - This half term our JIGSAW topic is ‘Relationships’. During this unit of work, we will be learning 

about the different kinds of relationships we have, gender stereotypes and conflict.  Later in the term, you 

will also receive additional information about the SRE unit of work we will be completing ‘Changes’ in which 

the children will begin thinking about naming body parts and the lifecycles of humans.  

 

English – This term we will become researches and campaigners, when learning about Rainforests, writing 

persuasive letters and giving persuasive speeches about deforestation. The importance of using 

grammatically correct and effective ‘Spoken Language’ will be developed through vocabulary development; 

answering questions in full sentences and learning to present to an audience with confidence. Spelling and 

grammar will be taught daily through a range of contexts. This term our spelling focuses on prefixes and 

suffixes, homophones and contractions will continue as well as further work on the use of fronted adverbials, 

commas and using speech punctuation in grammar. Daily reading will continue to develop essential reading 

skills in recall, inference, analysing and summarising.  Many children are now becoming much more fluent when 

using the handwriting joins we have learnt which we will continue to work on.  

 

Maths – Continuing to follow the ‘Maths No Problem’ scheme, the class will further develop their 

understanding in Maths. We will be using concrete maths resources and pictorial representations to support 

learning new concepts and will also focus on using and understanding a range of different mathematical 

vocabulary to explain our reasoning. Using money, understanding fractions and telling the time will be the 

main focus topics for the term. Continuing maths learning at home is extremely beneficial, this could be 

telling the time; measuring while cooking and of course using Time Tables Rock Stars! If you require support 

with using this at home, then please do not hesitate to ask.  

 

Science – We will be having a focus Science week this half term on the topic ‘Plants’ where we will be doing 

lots of planting and growing; exploring the functions of the different parts of plants and what they need to 

grow. We will also be linking a ‘Storm in a Glass’ experiment to our Rainforest topic.  

 

Physical Education – The PE days for this term will continue to be Tuesday and Thursdays. As last term, we 

are extremely lucky to be accessing the expertise of the Jersey Sport coaches which the children have been 

really enjoying. Please ensure your child is in their full PE kit on both these days.  

 

Computing – Using a range of technology will be embedded throughout our Rainforest topic.  Firstly, we will 

become researches using search engines and websites and then present our findings by creating ‘PowerPoint’ 

presentations. Online safety will, as always, remain a learning focus.  

 

Art, Design and Technology: During our ‘Design and Technology’ work the children will research, design and 

make their own healthy smoothies. In art we will be using our research into rainforest butterflies to design 

and make our own butterfly masks.   

 

Geography –This engaging topic will introduce children to rainforests around the world. They will learn what 

they are, where they are, what they contain and who lives there! Along the way they will develop their skills 

in many areas of the curriculum as well as debating worldwide issues such as deforestation and fair trade.  
 



Music – Using the interactive resource ‘Charanga’ we will first explore and learn a disco song ‘Bring us 

Together’ This disco song is about friendship, peace, hope and unity. We will also continue to provide 

opportunities for the children to appraise a range of music genres and learn the fundamental vocabulary of 

music composition and notation.  

 

RE – During the summer term of RE work will follow the ‘Discovery RE’ scheme initially exploring Hindu 

beliefs through the key question ‘How can Brahman be everywhere and in everything?’. The theme ‘Pilgrimage 

to the River Ganges’ will then become the focus through the key question ‘Would visiting the River Ganges 

feel special to a non-Hindu?’.  

 

French – Mrs Taylor will continue to teach French weekly to the class. In Year 3 this is a combination of 

games and activities to learn basic vocabulary i.e. greetings, counting, animals etc. 

 

Trips and Outdoor Learning – The summer term is fantastic for learning out-doors. First, we will use 

Durrell Zoo to research our Rainforest topic and take part in a classroom session and then return to the zoo 

becoming ‘wildlife photographers!’. We will also be using Forest School for many Rainforest inspired learning 

sessions.  

 

Home – Learning 

Home reading – A combination of levelled books and library/free choice books will continue to be brought 

home. However, the most important part of home-reading is developing a LOVE of reading so if your child is 

gripped by something they have found at home, online or in the public library then this can of course be part 

of their home-school reading. It is really important that in KS2 the children manage their home-reading 

themselves so please do remind them to change their books as and when they need to.  It would also be great 

if you could support your child in bringing their yellow Reading Dairy to school on a Monday.   

 

Home-learning tasks and Spellings – Your child will have brought home a list of spellings broken down into 

six a week that they need to spell by the end of Year 3. Please support your child in learning these so they 

begin Year 4 knowing as many of these spellings as possible. Children using the ‘Times Table Rock Stars’  

resource really will help them in learning their times tables so it would be great if this could become part of 

the home-learning they complete https://ttrockstars.com/ .Other homework will be handed out on a Friday 

and due in on a Wednesday.  

 

Other – Many of the children are beginning to regularly come in to school in non-uniform items of clothing. If 

you are unsure of the correct school uniform or would like to discuss this further please do not hesitate to 

ask. With all the thirsty work Year 3 do, it is essential that they have a named water bottle we could keep 

in class.  

 

As always, your child’s well-being and development is always at the centre of my concern, so please do not 

hesitate to see me before school starts or by making an appointment with me to discuss any concerns or 

questions.  

 

I look forward to another successful term working with you and your child, 

King Regards 

Miss Benn 

 

 

https://ttrockstars.com/

