
 

Year 5 Summer Term News 
 

Dear Year 5 Parents, Carers and Friends, 

 

Welcome back, I hope you have all had a relaxing Easter break and are ready for an exciting and busy term.  

 

Our main topic this term will be: Natural Disasters and the Environment – Where would you like to go 

on holiday? 

 

Here is an overview of our subject focuses for the term:  

 

PHSE / JIGSAW - For the first half of the term our JIGSAW topic will be ‘Relationships’. In this topic 

the children will look at how to try and solve friendship problems when they occur and know and show what 

makes a good relationship. In the second half term Year 5 will be focusing on the topic ‘Changing me’. This 

theme is about understanding that everyone is unique and special, expressing how they feel when changes 

happen and knowing who to ask for help when they feel worried about changes.  

 

English – In English this term we will be travelling the world and experiencing the world of natural disasters 

and their environments. We will start with hurricanes where we will use sensory and figurative (similes, 

metaphors etc) to write our own descriptive poems and then perform them to an audience. Next, we will be 

researching mountains and famous expeditions. We will be writing letters to people who have bravely climbed 

these mountains and hope to find out about their personal experiences. Continuing with our natural disasters, 

we will be moving closer to home and discovering what happened during the Storm of 87. Our classroom will 

become a press office where we will be reporting on the events as they happen and the devastation caused 

afterwards. We will be creating our own news station and writing newspaper articles. We will also write our 

own stories of what happened during that fateful time. During this term we will also have our annual visit to 

the States Chamber where we will be debating about gaming – Should it be for over 18s only? 

For spellings, we will be continuing with our programme No Nonsense Spellings. 
 

Maths – We will be continuing to follow the new National Curriculum using a scheme called Maths No 

Problem. This term we will be focussing on six areas: Geometry, Position and Movement, Measurement, Area 

and Perimeter, Volume and Roman Numerals. There will be a heavy focus on developing the children’s 

understanding through concrete materials (counters, cubes etc), pictorial (images) and abstract (written 

methods). The children will using and applying their maths, learning to solve problems and puzzles in 

different ways and showing their reasoning skills by explaining their ideas by using mathematical language.  

Number sense, including times tables will be practiced regularly so that they are able to accurately and 

rapidly recall them.  A child’s mental ability is essential for their mathematical development and therefore 

your continued support with this at home is greatly appreciated.  

 

Science – For the first half term, we will be looking at ‘Living Things and their Habitats’. The children will 

learn about the process of reproduction and the life cycles of plants, mammals, amphibians, insects and 

birds.   The children will explore reproduction in different plants, including different methods of pollination 

and asexual reproduction.  In the second half term, we will be looking at ‘Animals, including Humans’. Children 

will learn about the life cycle of a human being. They will investigate the development of babies and compare 

the gestation period of humans and other animals. Finally, they will learn about the changes experienced 

during puberty and why these occur. 

 

Physical Education – The children will continue to have 2 hours of PE a week with lessons being on a Monday 

and Thursday.  We will be doing Physical Literary on both days. Please make sure children have the correct 

PE uniform. 

 

Computing – This term we will be looking at Animation using Stop Motion.  Children will learn the basic 

principles and techniques of simple animation. Beginning with the history of animation, children research 

some of the early animation techniques used before the use of computers. The lessons then compare a range 

of free animation software and children incorporate the different techniques into their own animation. 



After experimenting, children are then given the opportunity to evaluate their experiences in the final 

lesson. 

 

Art, Design and Technology - Our Art/DT will be linked to our topic where we will explore, design and 

create a mountain range using Modroc and then creating a collage based on natural disasters. 

 

History/Geography – This term we will be looking at natural disasters. We will be looking at hurricanes, 

mountain expeditions and avalanches and their impact on the environment, animals and people. Finally, we will 

be studying the Storm of 1987. 

 

RE – During RE lessons, the children will be looking at Hinduism - Do beliefs in Karma, Samsara and Moksha 

help Hindus lead good lives? And Christianity - What is the best way for a Christian to show commitment to 

God? 

 

Music – Our music will be linked to our topic. The children will be using a range of instruments to compose a 

piece of music related to a natural disaster. The children will plan, compose and evaluate their pieces.  

 

French - This term we will be using the ‘Salut Jersey 2’ program. The pupils will be studying vocabulary linked 

to ‘schools’ including naming school objects, days of the week, sports, school subjects and clothing. They will 

be developing their speaking skills by participating in simple conversations about themselves and their family. 

Home – Learning 

Home reading – A child continuing their reading development at home makes such a difference to their 

attitude towards reading and to their reading progression. Although many of the children have developed 

their reading to the point where decoding words is much easier, it is still vitally important that they are able 

to read to an adult regularly. This will help your child to develop their pronunciation, confidence and give 

them the opportunity to discuss what they have read.  

 

Home-learning tasks and Spellings – The children will bring home their homework on a Friday which is to be 

handed in on the following Wednesday. This will include an English/topic activity, spellings and daily reading.   

For maths they will be expected to continue practicing their multiplication skills on TTRockstars. 

 

Other  

If any of you have any ‘spare’ time, the children would benefit from additional 1:1 reading. Please let me know 

if you are able to give use some of your time to support us with this - many thanks. 

Finally, please ensure that your child brings a water bottle to school every day.  

  

As always please see me with any questions or queries. 

 

I look forward to working with you and your child,  

 

Best wishes, 

 

Miss O’Connor 


