
  

Year 3 Spring Term News 2020 

  

Dear Year 3 Parents, Carers and Friends,  

Welcome back and Happy New Year! The children have made an absolutely fantastic start to the term which 

will be full of more exciting learning opportunities.   

  

Our main topic this term will be the Ancient Egyptians.   

  

Here is an overview of our subject focuses for the term:   

  

PHSE/JIGSAW: Continuing to follow the JIGSAW scheme of work, we will first be covering the topic ‘Goals 

and Dreams’ in which the children will be exploring their own ambitions and learning about how to overcome 

obstacles and face challenges.  In the second half of the term our topic will be ‘Healthy Me’.  Throughout these 

sessions we will be learning about a healthy diet and exercise.   

  

English – This term we will firstly be reading and writing myths from Ancient Greece. Using our topic, we will 

also be writing reports using our research into the Egyptians and re-enacting the mummification process in 

order to write instructions on ‘How to make a mummy!’. Later in the term we will become poets reading, writing 

and performing a range of traditional poetry. Skills in spoken language will be at the heart of the English 

curriculum; focusing on learning new vocabulary; speaking in grammatically correct sentences and learning to 

present to an audience. We will continue to improve our handwriting and learn a new handwriting join weekly. 

Daily guided reading, phonics and spelling sessions will continue and be tailored to your child’s stage of 

development.   

  

Maths –Throughout the term we will continue to use the ‘Maths no Problem’ scheme. This scheme is based on 

extensive research of how pupils learn new concepts initially using concrete examples, such as counters, then 

progress to drawing pictorial representations before finally using more abstract symbols to explore and record 

their work in number sentences. Lessons and activities are designed to be taught using problem solving 

approaches to encourage pupils’ higher-level thinking.  This term we will initially explore multiplication and 

division extensively before covering length, mass and volume in measure.  Please continue to support your child 

in accessing their online ‘Times Table Rock Stars’ account. Learning a rapid recall of times table facts is 

essential in a child’s mathematical progress.  

  

Science – This half term the children will focus on the topic of ‘Forces and Magnets’.  To launch this topic, we 

will be visiting the park to see, experience and identify the different types of forces. During the second half 

term we will be exploring the topic ‘Light’.   

  

Physical Education – This term our PE sessions are on a Thursday and Friday and will continue to be run by 

Jersey Sport. Sessions will continue to focus on a range of physical literacy skills that the children need to 

develop to enjoy and play a range of sports.  Working as a team and fitness will also be a focus. Please ensure 

that the children are in their full Grands Vaux PE kit for both these days.    

  

Computing – Computing skills will continue to be taught using a range of technologies including the computer 

suite, laptops and ipads.  These will not only be used in discrete computing lessons but also to support and 

enhance the rest of the curriculum. Additionally, we will be learning about ‘Internet Research and 

Communication’ in which we will learn how to effectively search using key words; how to safely communicate 

online and how to distinguish between reliable and unreliable websites. This half term the focus is ‘Programming 

Turtle, Logo and Scratch’ which will teach the class to create and debug algorithms! Online safety will, as 

always, remain a high priority and teaching point.   

 



Art, Design and Technology: Firstly, inspired by the Greek Myth of Icarus we will explore the 

technique of Batik to use hot wax to create a decorative wall hanging. Later in the term, Ancient 

Egyptian pattern will inspire sketch book exploration before creating a final piece from a printing 

tile.   

  

History and Geography – During this topic the children will become researches, reporters, 

mummies, Pharaohs and tomb raiders! We will be using geographical skills in our map work and historical skills 

through our research.  The class will also be using our exciting resource ‘Inspire Education’ to enter an online 

world steeped in Ancient Egyptian history and our new ‘Now Press Play’ resource to also immerse themselves 

in this time period and location.   

  

RE – Using our new scheme ‘Discover RE’ RE will continue to be taught whereby all religions and cultures are 

celebrated. This half term the children will be exploring the questions ‘Could Jesus heal people? and Were 

these miracles or is there some other explanation?’ in a unit focusing on Jesus’ Miracles.  Next half term the 

question ‘What is good about Good Friday?’ will be investigated in a unit focusing on Easter and Forgiveness.   

  

Music – As you may have heard, this term the children have the fantastic opportunity of having weekly music 

sessions learning to begin playing the violin.  These sessions are delivered by the Jersey Music Service. I will 

be sending out further information shortly regarding an end of unit concert that you will be invited to!    

                                                       

Trips – As always, we will be taking lots of opportunities to enhance our learning by going on trips. Information 

will be sent out prior to every trip. This term we will be using the Eagle Lab at the Library, visiting Milbrook 

Park to learn about forces and hopefully, weather permitting, our postponed zoo trip from last term.  

  

Home – Learning  

Home reading – As you will be aware from Meet the Teacher and last term’s Read In session, we have 

streamlined our homework. This is to ensure that you and the children are able to dedicate more time to them 

reading and discussing their reading at home. I cannot reiterate enough the importance of children practising 

their reading daily at home in order for them to achieve their potential in all curriculum areas.  Many of the 

children I know are reading at home so thank you for your support with this.  If you require any clarification 

about this expectation or any support with how to support your child with reading at home, then please do not 

hesitate to contact me.  

   

Home-learning tasks and Spellings – Maths homework will continue to be set on a Friday and is to be handed 

in on a Wednesday. Also in your child’s home-learning folder is a set of spelling lists that they are aiming to 

spell correctly as soon as they can.  There are also lots of ideas for fun, easy games that you can do at home 

with your child to help make spelling fun and memorable.  We will be testing the children on these spellings 

throughout the year.   

   

Other – Please ensure your child has a named water bottle that they can use throughout the day in class.   

  

Your child’s well-being and development is always at the centre of my concern, so please do not hesitate to see 

me before school starts or by making an appointment with me to discuss any concerns or questions.  I look 

forward to another successful term working with you and your child,   

Best wishes   

Miss Benn  

  

  

   


