
 

Year 5 Spring Term News 
 

Dear Year 5 Parents, Carers and Friends, 

 

Welcome back, I hope you have all had a relaxing Christmas break and New Year. I hope you and your 

children are looking forward to this term, I know I am.  

 

Our main topic this term will be World War 1 ‘Would you go over the line?’ 

 

Here is an overview of our subject focuses for the term:  

 

PHSE / JIGSAW - For the first half of the term our JIGSAW topic will be ‘Dreams and Goals’. In this 

topic the children will look at how to keep going when they find something challenging, and how to have a 

positive attitude. In the second half term Year 5 will be focusing on the topic ‘Healthy me’. This theme is 

about making healthy choices, eating a balanced diet and staying active. 

 

English – This half term we will be using the book ‘Private Peaceful, written by Michael Morpurgo. The 

children will use this book to become more familiar with World War 1. They will be taking on different 

character’s roles and writing from their perspectives. They will have to think carefully about their 

vocabulary choices and look at how they can vary their sentences to reflect the formality and character. 

After half term, we will be starting with emotive poetry and then moving on to writing our own newspaper 

articles based on the Christmas Truce and then finally finishing the term by writing narratives based on 

animals during the war. Our Guided Reading will be taught through Cracking Comprehension and for spellings 

will be focusing on the Year 5 and 6 Spellings from the National Curriculum. 
 

Maths –This term we will be focussing on three areas: Word Problems, Statistics and Fractions. There will 

be a heavy focus on the children using and applying their maths, learning to solve problems and puzzles in 

different ways and showing their reasoning skills by explaining their ideas by using mathematical language.  

Mental strategies including times tables will be practiced daily so that they are able to accurately and 

rapidly recall them.  A child’s mental ability is essential for their mathematical development and therefore 

your continued support with this at home is greatly appreciated.  

 

Science – In Science we will be looking at Properties and Changes in Materials. We will be looking at 

different materials, their uses and their properties, as well as dissolving, separating mixtures and 

irreversible changes.   The children will sort and classify objects according to their properties.  They will 

explore the properties of materials to find the most suitable material for different purposes. The children 

will work scientifically and collaboratively to investigate the best thermal insulator to make a lunch box, 

making predictions and forming conclusions.  Furthermore, they will have chance to find the best electrical 

conductor, in the context of making floodlights brighter.  They will have the opportunity to work in a hands-

on way to explore dissolving, identifying the different variables in their own investigations. They will find out 

about different ways to separate mixtures of materials, using filtering, sieving and evaporating.  

.  

Physical Education – The children will continue to have 2 hours of PE a week with lessons being on a 

Wednesday and Thursday.  We will be doing Physical Literary on both days. Please make sure children have 

the correct PE uniform. 

 

Computing – In the first half term I will be introducing children to flowcharts and how they are used to 

program and control devices. Following this, we will be using Stop Motion to create our own World War 1 

trench animations. 

 

Art, Design and Technology: For the first half term, our art will be closely linked to our topic. We will be 

focusing on the skill of painting. The children will be exploring how we can show mood through our paintings 

by experimenting with different colours and shading, studying World War 1 artists such as artist Paul Nash. 

In the second half term, we will be moving onto Design Technology where we will be creating 3D trenches. 

 



History/Geography – This term we will be looking at World War One. This half term the children will find 

out about the main causes of World War One, who was involved, why people joined up and what life was like 

in the trenches. After half term, we will be looking more at what life was like for the people left behind, the 

role of animals during World War One and how the war ended. 

 

RE – During RE lessons, the children will be looking at Hinduism – How can Brahman be everywhere and in 

everything? And Christianity - How significant is it for Christians to believe God intended Jesus to die? 

 

Music: Our music lessons will be focused around one song: Livin' On A Prayer. We will be using games, the 

dimensions of music (pulse, rhythm, pitch etc), singing and playing instruments within our lessons. As well as 

learning to sing, play, improvise and compose with this song, the children will listen and appraise other classic 

rock songs. 

 

French: This term the children will be focusing on colours, pets, sports, hobbies, likes and dislikes, school 

subjects and talking about the school day.  

 

Homework – In Key Stage 2, we have simplified our homework so that children and parents focus more on 

enjoying and developing reading. Times tables, spellings and termly topic-based home-learning projects will 

also be set. Homework activities are explained in detail below. For more information about home-learning 

please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 

READING, READING, READING! The most important part of learning to read is learning to love reading! 

We aim to inspire a ‘love of reading’ at Grands Vaux empowering pupils to both read for pleasure and to use 

their reading skills to open all other learning and life opportunities.  Pupils need to leave our school as fluent 

readers who are able to comprehend what they have read to a high standard and as stated in the curriculum 

‘that, by the end of their primary education, all pupils are able to read fluently, and with confidence, in any 

subject in their forthcoming secondary education’. To ensure children achieve their full potential as a 

reader however we must have your support.  Research proves that children who are read to and with at 

home are statistically more likely to progress more successfully in their education. Reading is like running – it 

needs practise to master and love! You taking an interest through encouraging, hearing and discussing your 

child’s reading with them is essential even if they are a fluent reader.  To encourage the children to read 

more at home we ask that you also support your child / children complete their 

Reading Bingo. The Reading Bingo is to be completed throughout the term and 

there to encourage children to read for different purposes.   

 

To help with this your child will bring home a book each week for you to enjoy 

together. In Year 5 this will be a combination of levelled books and free choice 

or library books. However, if your child is gripped by something they have found 

at home or out and about then this can of course be part of their home-school 

reading. The children will be reminded to change their books each week but as 

some children begin to read longer books they are encouraged to manage the 

changing of their reading books independently. For more information about 

supporting your child’s reading development at home please ask.  

 

Maths –. Learning rapid recall of these facts is an essential part in becoming a confident mathematician.  It 

would be fantastic if you could help your child/children learn these facts at home by using the ‘Times table 

Rock Stars’ online account.  

 

Spelling – In class we will be revising previously taught spelling rules and learning a new spelling pattern or 

rule each week from the Year 5 curriculum. It would be fantastic if you could continue this at home.  In your 

child’s Home-Learning folder is a set of spelling lists that your child is aiming to spell correctly as soon as 

they can.  There are also lots of ideas for fun, easy games that you can do at home with your child to help 

make spelling fun and memorable.  We will be testing the children on these spellings half termly.  

 

 

 



Other  

Please could you provide your child with a suitable painting shirt (a large old shirt/T-shirt is perfect). This 

needs to be named will be kept in the classroom. If any of you have any ‘spare’ time, the children would 

benefit from additional 1:1 reading. Please let me know if you are able to give use some of your time to 

support us with this - many thanks. 

Finally, please ensure that your child brings a water bottle to school every day.  

 

As always, please see me with any questions or queries. 

 

I look forward to working with you and your child in Year 5 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Miss O’Connor 

 

 

 


